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Sharon Detrick,
Editor of the IntemationalChildren's Rights Moniror
c/o CRCI (Children's Rights Consultancy Intemational)
Rouboslaan 30 (G), Room 4.32
2252TR Voorschoten
The Netherlands
Tel . :  +31 (0)71-5611330 /  Fax:  +31 (0)71-5611310
e'mail: crci@worldonline.nl

Editorial Advisory Board
Nigel Cantwell
Founder of Defence for Children Intemational / Senior Project
Officer, UNICEF Intemational Child Development Cenrre,
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Paulo David
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Geneva, Switzerland
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Children's Rights, Bangkok, Thailand

Katarina TomaSevski
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University of Lund, Sweden

Next issue
The next issue of Ihe lnternational
Children's Rights Monitor (Vol. 13
No. 1 January 2O0O) will be dedicated to the l0th
anniversary of the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child and the 20th anniversarv of DCt.
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Edjtorial

We Are Back!

The Return of the ltrternational Children's
Rigltts MoniJor

by PhilipVeerman

I  n  1983  De fence  fo r  Ch i l d ren
I  I n te rna t i ona l  (DCI )  pub l i shed
I the first issue o{ the International
Chillren's Rights Monitor. The Monitor,
created as an advocacy tool for fueling
and enlarging the debate on the rights
of the child, offered various kinds of
in format ion:  invest igat ion repor ts ,
analyses, opinions, basis data, denunci-
ations. The common denominator of
the in format ion provided was the
perspective of the human rights of
children. In 1983, when the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of
the Child was still being debated, the
Monitor was a unique voice among the
many publications on children and
youth. The Monitor hadan intemational
perspective, including its crit ical but
constructive coverage of the drafting of
the Convention on the Rights of the
Child. The Monitor also had a non-
govemmental perspective that was fresh
and not paternalistic.

After DCI unfortunately had to stop
with the Monitor in 1996, due to the
enormous costs of regularly putting out
such a publication, many colleagues in
the field approached DCI to re-launch
the Moniror. It became clear to the
Intemational Executive Council of DCI
how much the Monitorwas missed. And
we became more aware of how valuable
i t  had been to the in ternat ional
children's rights community. What was
in fact amazing was that - in the years
when the c l imate changed so
dramaticallv. the Convention on the
Rights of the Child was adopted, came
into force and reached almost universal

ratification. and manv other NGOs took
up chi ldren 's  r ights issues in  thei r
manda tes  -  no  o the r  o rgan i sa t i on
launched an internat ional  news
magazine on children's rights from a
human rights and non-governmental
perspective. We came to the conclusion
that the Monitor was part of the special
contribution that DCI, with its Geneva-
based International Secretariat and 66
national sections and associate members
in the field, can make to the promotion
and defence of children's rights.

The International Executive Council
of DCI has been looking for ways to re-
launch the Monitor. The formula under
which it has now become possible is in
co-operation with the well-known pub-
lishing house, Kluwer Law Intemational.
Kluwer already publishes the Inter-
national Journal of Children's Rights,
which is an academic quarterly.

We are grateful that we can again
contribute in this way to the debates and
developments in the children's rights
field. The Monitor will be open to all
organisations and individuals working in
this area. DCI's International Executive
Council functions as the Editorial Board
and sets the policy of the publication. It
is assisted by an Editorial Advisory
Board with experts from the field and
other NGOs. Personally, it makes me
very happy that among the members of
the Editorial Advisory Board we can
count on two former DCI staffmembers,
Nigel Cantwell, the founder of DCI and
now at UNICEF's International Child
Development Centre in Florence, and
Paulo David, former editor of the

Monitor and now at the United Nations
Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights, in Geneva, at the Secre-
tariat of the Committee on the Rights
of the Chlld, as well as Maurice Graber,
the new Secretary General of DCI.

In fact, we have only solved part
of the problem with the re-launch of an
English-language Monitor. The French
Tribune and Spanish Tribuna are not yet
back, but in Brussels, Paris, Madrid,
Bogota and other places, we are working
hard to find arrangements similar to the
one we were able to find with Kluwer
Law International.

S7e have found for the Monltor an
excel lent  edi tor ,  Sharon Detr ick,
already known to many as the compiler
and edi tor  of  The Uni ted Nat ions
Conqtention on the Rights of the Child: A
Guide to the "Trauaux PrdDaratoires"
(1992). She recently f inished her Ph.D.
thesis on the Convention for the Vrije
Uniqtersiteit, in Amsterdam and in a few
months will publicly defend it, as the
Dutch academic tradition prescribes.

We are confident that the Monitor will
o f fer  a valuable and h lgh qual i ty
advocacy tool. The next issue, the first
offrcial issue of the re-launched Monitor
(Vol. 13 No. 1), is planned for late 1999
and wil l be dedicated to the tenth
anniversary of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child.

It is good to be back!

Phi l ip  Veerman is  the President  of
Defence for  Chi ldren Internat ional
(DCr),

Monitor
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MYSA: Makinga
Difference

by Dorine Schreiner

I  n  September 1998 I  was par t  of  a
I  Dig i ta l  School  Inrerner  pro ject  in
I  Na i rob i ,  Kenva .  I  was  chosen
because of my English (my mother is
from the USA) and my writ ing skil ls.
Two  teache rs  c rea red  the  D is i t a l
School at my high school in Voorburg,
the Netherlands. A Dutch painter was
in Nairobi  at  the inv i tat ion of  the
Dutch Embassy in  Kenya to paint
b i l lboards on a l i t t le  square in  the
centre of the city. The painter created
a new bil lboard each day focussing on
a different topic every day. People who
walked by could write their opinion
on a sheet of paper and at the end of
the day it was hung up on the blllboard
so others could look at it. Peoole in
Kenya don' t  o f ten have the oppor-
tunity to express their opinions. This
project provided them the opportunity
to openly show their feelings about

Peffiive
some important issues. My job was to
interview people about the topic of the
day  and  make  p i c tu res  and  wr i t e
stor ies about  thei r  feel ings on that
topic. You can read more about this
project on the Internet address below
this article.

When I was in Nairobi, we also visited
MYSA in Mathare. MYSA is a vouth
organisation based in the slum Mathare.
MYSA stands for Mathare Youth Sports
Associat ion.  Mathare is  one of  the
biggest and poorest slums in Africa. It is
i n  Na i rob i ,  t he  cap i t a l  o f  Kenya .
Hundreds of thousands of people live in
Mathare under severely poor conditions.
It is one big garbage pile. The children
play in garbage, most of them on bare
feet. The Mathare River is not only the
sewer for them, but also a place where
they dr ink thei r  water  and wash
themselves. Many people have diseases,
but the people can't go to hospitals
because they don't have enough money
or because there are simply no hospitals.
It is really sad to see the bad conditions
that these people live in.

Education is also a big problem. Just a
small group of children can go ro school.

Most of the children I mer can't
go to school or they only go
once in a while when their
parents have saved enough
money. I met a boy in Mathare
who is almost 15 years old. He
lives with his mother and his
older sister in living quarters of
2 x 2 meters. His father died
two years ago because of
alcoholism. The boy's mother
works really hard for her family
but  only  earns about  $19 a
month. Since his father's death,
l ife actually has no meaning
anymore for the boy. There has
been no money for school for
the past two years. The only
thing he can now do is hang out
with other street children ro
forget his problems. I'm glad

that there is an organisation like MYSA
to help this boy on his way in life.

Bob Munro, a Canadian who worked
for the United Nations for a long time,
established MYSA in 1987. Munro still
Iives in Nairobi and still does a lot for
MYSA behind the scenes as an honorary
chairman, but he leaves the management
of  the organisat ion ro the yourh
themselves. The idea is that children
Iearn how to manage and plan things
themselves. The youngsters who are in
MYSA vary in age from B to 19 years.
There are 30,000 kids who have joined
MYSA since 1987. You can only join if
you are really motivared to join. You
can' t  be addicted to a lcohol ,  g lue,
smoking or any orher kind of drug. A lot
of street kids in the srreers of Nairobi are
addicted to glue. Of course, the kids don't
have a good life, but in spite of all their
problems, they make something out of
their life and have fun together. I had a
lot of fun with them, too. The major
problem for the kids who live in the
streets is rhat rhey have no rights at all.
For instance, an "Askari" (police officer)
can just beat the children up if he feels
like it and nobody seems to care. Kenya
is a country with a lot of corruption.
Street kids can be put into jail without
reason and nobodv will bail them out and
of course they can't pay themselves.
Sometimes the children may get out of
jail and they are put in a special school
for street children, but there they are
often beat up and they run away agaln.

MYSA members have to clean uo the
mess in the s lums.  They do that  in
groups. It is one big mess in Mathare, so
there's real work that has to be done. In
exchange for the work, the kids can

Sample issue .  Summer 1999
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Tsvaim (Golours) Youth Group in lsrael

I n November 1997 , Defence for Children International (DCl)- lsrael began
Ito co-operate with a group of young people from the north of lsrael who
were interested in forming a youth group concerned with the promotion
and protection of children's rights. The group was inspired by the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, and by projects in England
and Scotland (Article 12 organisations), and by youth groups of DCI-Spain
(ADIN), DC|-the Netherlands (KABML), DCI-Bolivia (Brigados), DCI-Cameroon
and DCI-Japan. In February 1998, the official founding meeting of Tsvaim
(Colours) - Young People for a Better Future took place and a board of
youngsters was elected. A Tsvaim representative was also elected to
participate in the Steering Committee of the Children's Rights Coalition,
an initiative of DC|-lsrael. 70 lsraeli child and human rights organisations
are working together in this coalition to write an alternative State report
on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child by
lsrael. Tsvaim has also become involved in the "people to people" project
of DCl-lsrael and the Palestinian Youth Union in Ramallah (the West Bank).

participate in organised
games and sports and
fo l low photography
cou rses .  I n  add i t i on ,
MYSA has a team of 75
kids who lead the
younger children and
teach them the dangers
of  AIDS. In the area
where they live, there is
a h igh rate of  AIDS,
espec ia l l y  amongs t
teenagers. The MYSA
AIDS team gives out
in format ion to other
children after the soccer
games.

Philip Veerman (DGl-lsrael) with members of Tsvaim

Soccer is very popular amongst the even on bare feet. The MYSA soccer
MYSA kids. In 1997 over 10,000 boys club is called Mathare United. Mathare
and girls on 640 teams from 60 slum United also plays in the competition for
vil lagesparticipatedintheMYSAsports, rhe Kenyan Cup. MYSA has an
environmental cleanup and AIDS exchange program with soccer clubs in
prevention projects. They play soccer on Norway. Two Norwegian sponsors,
fields that are covered with mud, some The Stromme Foundation and the

citizens of a town near
Oslo, make sure that the
best players from MYSA
come yearly to Norway
to play; travel costs and
accommodation are all
paid for.

The  Shoo tback
photography program,
int roduced in MYSA
in  Augus t  1997 ,  has
a l so  become popu la r
i n  recen t  yea rs .  The
Shoo tback  team i s
made up of 32 boys and
gir ls ,  ages l2-18,  who
w e r e  s e l e c t e d  t o

Monitor

par t i c i pa te  i n  t he  p rog ram fo r  18
months. They get 35mrn cameras and
are taught to take pictures of their
l ives or the problems in the slum. A
p ro fess iona l  pho tog raphe r  and  a
MYSA youth leader teach the k ids
how to use a calnera and a l l  about
professional photography. Shootback
shows  exh ib i t i ons  o f  t he i r  pho to -
graphy all over Kenya and in foreign
countr ies.  The MYSA chi ldren are
v e r y  m o t i v a t e d  t o  l e a r n  t o  t a k e
pictures.  A lo t  of  the k ids want  to
become photographic journalists, but
don't have enough money for their
education. Sorne of the prolits from
the photo exhibit ions go to education
for these kids. When I was there, we
gave  MYSA a  compu te r  and  two
d ig i t a l  cameras  on  beha l f  o f  The
Digital School and its provider bART
Internet  Serv ices.

I am very glad I could participate in
this project of the Digital School and
bART Internet Services. I had never
heen in Africa before so it was a great
opportr,rnity for rre to go there, especially
because it was not a normal vacation,
bur a trip in which I had a lot of contacr
with the people who live there. I loved
learning about the lives of people who
are my age. I still write letters to two
boys ,  who  a re  pa r t  o f  t he  MYSA
Shootback program. The photographs
they took are shown on the Shootback
website.

I hope there will be more help and
support for street children and people in
the slums so their situation will change.
I think it 's really good that wealthy
countries give money to organisations
such as MYSA because the young people
get the opportunity to learn to work
together as a team and to organise and
manage things and also get the chance
to even reach goals. They learn that
there is a l ife off the streets and to
possibly build up a future for themselves.
If you want to know more about the
MYSA Shootback photography
program, The Painter is tavelling or my
trip to Kenya, you can look at it on
Internet at the following addresses:

Shootback: http://www.mediazw.com/
childseye
Painter is Tiavelling: http://painter.bart.nl/
gurn.html
My Diary: http,//www.digischool.nl/
kenia

Dorine Schreiner is a 17-year-old girl
f rom the Nether lands.

%=
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ChildRigffiin
Action -
Up Glose and
Personal

by Catherine Hester

h e r e  a r e  m a n y  o r g a n i s a t i o n s
worldwide working to promote
children's rights in a variety of

contexts. Each has no doubt a clear set
of objectives, strategies and outcome
indicators, embedded in the fibres of
the mission statement, all of which
carefully reflect the buzz words of the
gen re :  empowermen t ,  mean ing fu l
par t ic ipat ion,  ownership,  advocacy.
But how clear a picture can you get
for the feel of one such organisation
by reading the blurb? How does it feel
to be a part of the grass roots advocacy
and action programmes? How do you
t rans la te  t he  l ega l  j a rgon  o f  t he
Conven t i on  on  the  R igh ts  o f  t he
Child to an economically impover-
ished town on the shores of  Lake
Victor ia  in  Tanzania,  for  example?
From one who has been there, seen
i t  and,  qui te l i tera l ly ,  bought  the
T-shirt, welcome to kuleana, Centre
fo r  Ch i l d ren ' s  R igh ts ,  Mwanza ,
Tanzania.

Mwanza is the second biggest city in
Tanzania after Dar es Salaam, with a
sp raw l i ng  popu la t i on  o f  abou t  a
mi l l ion people.  I t  is  geographical ly
and geologically beautiful, an idyll ic
l o c a t i o n  t h a t  b e l i e s  a  c o m m u n i t y
s t rugg l i ng  t o  su rv i ve .  A  spa te  o f
droughts fo l lowed by excessive ra ins
has caused hardship in the rural areas
and is one of many factors driving
youth into the city in search of a better
l ife. Extensive urbanisation has a high
price, and one of the manifestations
of this - street children - provided the
impetus for the setting up of kuleana.

Allow me to backtrack a l itt le and
g i v e  a  s u b j e c t i v e  c o n t e x t  t o  m y

writing. From August'96 unti l August
'98 I was employed by kuleona as their
Cu r r i cu lum Deve lope r .  The
placement  was organised through
Voluntary Service Overseas (VSO), an
organisation that places experienced
professionals in developing countries
to work alongside national colleagues
and share skills and expertise. \7ith a
degree in psychology, primary teaching
qua l i f l ca t i on ,  and  seven  yea rs
experience in both special needs care
and mainstream primary education,
this seemed an ideal opportunity for
bo th  p ro fess iona l  and  pe rsona l
development.

Ku leana  Cen t re  f o r  Ch i l d ren ' s
Rights was founded rn 1992 by Rakesh
Rajani and Mustafa Kudrati, both of
whom were born and brought up in
Tanzan i  a .  Re  tu rn ing  to  t he  i  r
homeland after studying at American
universit ies, they gave birth to what
is now seen as one of the most well-
respected and influential child rights
organisat ions in  East  Afr ica.  They
endeavoured to move away from an
understanding of children as the adults
of tomorrow and instead to focus on
the sanctity of childhood itself and on
understanding chi ldren as proacr ive
capable agents in their own develop-
ment. The namekuleana is Swahili for
"to nurture and support one anothef"
and has become synonymous wi th
good practice in the area of children's
rights in Thnzania.

The kuleana mission sratement em-
bodies a well-thought out commitment
to crearing a world in which children are
celebrated, where their human rights as
defined by the Convention on the Rights
of the Child are upheld. However, the
translat ion of  the rhetor ic  in to
meaningful action is a complex one,
particularly in an impoverished though
culturally strong community of over one
mi l l ion people.  Every problem is
compounded by many others: a think-
tank on the issues surrounding poor
school attendance cannot ignore the
contributory impact of poor health and
nutrit ion, poverty, l imited resources,
unreliable government wages, gender

, l b f

Arun not d

A card from kuleana

bias and cul tura l  J ivers i ry ,  to  ment ion
but a few. Therefore, kuleana embarked
upon a multifaceted programme of both
advocacy an.'l tlirect sen'ice provision in
and around Mwanza, situated in two
separate sites in the tou.'n.

The Chtld Rights Ado,oca* Centre
employs a mul t imedia approach to
spreading the message of children's
rights, from technicolored billboards, to
posters, booklets, T-shirts and calendars,
f rom radio programmes to t ra in ing
workshops, from lobbying to resource
libraries. And on top of this a highly
respected input  to  nat ional  and
international policy development and
decis ion making on a l l  mat ters
concerning the plight of children in
Thnzania.

The Srreer Children Centre provides
residential support for an average of 75
street children, and health and legal
support to a further 300 children still
living on the streets. The objective of
the Centre is  to  re integrate st reet
children back into the communitv. often
through t rac ing members of  the
extended family and facil i tating the
child's transfer to or reintegration into
a safe and supportive home. In many
cases this is considerably easier said than
done. Once reintegrated it is hoped that
the children wil l attend their local
school ,  therefore the Centre a lso
provides an on-site Bridging Education
Unit, which uses child centred learning
to prepare the street children to re-enter
the formal education system. In addition
to traditional learning opportunities, all
the children at the Centre have two
hours of Life Skills everv week. which is
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where my role as Curriculum Developer
principally came in. There is a myriad
of interpretations for the term Life
Skills, but in the context of kuleana's
work it refers to a series ofparticipatory
sessions promoting the development of
social skills and basic health education,
including HIV/Alds and sexual health.
The commitment to using Life Skills as
a medium for  ef fect ing posi t ive
behaviour change was firmly embedded
in the philosophy of the Street Children
Centre and a bank of materials had been
developed over time. Kuleuw's vision
was to create a resource pack of these
Llfe Skills, reflecting their experiences
and achievements, which would be
available to other organisations working
in the same field.

In September 1996 I began to develop
rhe kuleana Life Skills Resource Pack
and now, over two years down the line,
it is nearing completion. It contains an
introduction, guidance notes and over
60 step-by-step lesson plans, has already
been translated into Swahili, and is in
the process of  having my amateur
car toon enhancements added by a
professional  ar t is t .  This  labour of
col lect ive love involved f requent
rewrites and modifrcations, as feedback
from many interested parties came in.
The most valuable and often most cruel
feedback was inevi tably  f rom the
children themselves, via their teachers,
as they sent back to my drawing board
incomprehensib le or  uninspi r ing
sessions. It is generally acknowledged
that children - and adults - learn most
efficiently when learning is centred on
thei r  own exper iences and g iven a
practical context. Children should not
be seen as passive recipients of infor-
mation but given structured opportun-
ities to explore and become increasingly
fami l iar  wi th thei r  physical  and
emot ional  wor ld.  L i fe  sk i l ls  are a
valuable tool in this process, but only if
seen as part of a wider context of both
adults and children examining their
relationships and striving to improve
them. It is futile to encourage children
to express their opinions in group-work
sessions but allow them no meanineful
opportunities to do so elsewhere. Life
skills address community living skills,
which affect adults as well as children.
Al though much of  my t ime was
occupied with the genesis of the Life
Skills Resource pack, my responsibilities
for running the Bridging Education Unit
gave me licence to leave my keyboard
and become involved in other projects.

In my heart of hearts I have to confess
that I much prefer the company of
children to that of a computer. I frnd
them far less obstinate and confusing
and much less likelv to reduce me to
tears. I was instrumental in encouraging
the staff of the Centre to create explicit
opportunities for regularly praising the
chi ldren both in  and out  of  the
classroom. The impact of creating a
culture of positive reinforcement was
immeasurable, both on staff as well as
children.

In addition to my work withinkuleana
I was privileged to have the opportunity
to work with UNICEF Thnzania and the
Tanzanian Government on COBET
(Complimentary Basic Education in
Tanzania) .  COBET is  an educat ion
programme, at present in the pilot stage,
which is designed to address the growing
problem of out-of school children in
Tanzania.  The stat is t ics on pr imary
school non-attendance are an alarming
indication of the gravity of the situation,
particularly as regards the growing
disparity between girl and boy children.
COBET's flexible approach to learning
and explicit emphasis on the girl child
aim to redress the balance, and make
basic education more accessible to
millions of children.

There are many powerful images
that I have taken with me from my two
years in kuleana, many testifying to the
indomitable res i l ience of  ch i ldren.
Despite their pain most were able to
reta in the quintessent ia l  sp i r i t  o f
childhood once given the space to
exercise it. But the images that hurt
are of the other children, the non-
street children, the l iving at home
children, with their faces pressed up
aga ins t  t he  ga tes  o f  t he  S t ree t
Children Centre, jealously eyeing the
climbing frame and the roundabout;
the children left by loving parents at
the gate of the Centre because they
do not have a budget for school fees
and three meals a day and we do. I
know that change is always slow to
come but it is hard to explain that to
these faces. Kuleana has excellent
procedures for planning and reviewing
the impact of their work, and is indeed
a  " l ea rn ing  o rgan i sa t i on " ,  Bu t  I
wonder sometimes if we - and others
- were asking the right questions in
our meetings. What I wanted to know
was: What goes through the mind of a
st reet  vendor when she reads the
kuleana mural "Have you listened to
your child today?" in the high street

of Mwanza? What does the child say
to its parents when he or she reads a
"Children have a right to play" kuleana
poster? What goes on in the head of a
street child when first entering kuleana
S t ree t  Ch i l d ren  Cen t re ,  w i t h  i t s
brightly decorated buildings and child
rights slogans? And how must it feel
then to leave that place of safety and
comparative luxury and go back to the
vil lage? My concerns are partly born
ou t  o f  t he  numbers  o f  ch i l d ren
returning to the streets, and partly out
of my own inability to reconcile the
differences between the life we made
accessible in the Centre and the real
world that the children returned to.
As an mzungu (a whi te person)  I
struggled to exorcise the aura of a well.
meaning outsider, but it is hard to do
when everyone knows that at the end
ofyour contract you wil l leave and go
home. Many times I tried in vain to
conv ince  Tanzan ian  f r i ends  and
colleagues that l i fe in England is not
such a Utopia, yet my words came out
as patronising and shallow. I wonder
if they would believe me if I told them
now how many things I miss about
Tanzania?

I retumed to the United Kingdom in
October 1998 and have been interested
to see how Li fe Ski l ls ,  or  var iat ions
thereof, are increasingly entering the
debate on mainstream educat ional
needs. There is a frequently expressed
fear that a steady and socially debilitating
decline in the moral strength of today's
children is threatening to undermine the
social fabric of our communities. As we
look for ways to address this apparent
moral impoverishment of our youth, the
argument for citizenship Skills as part
of  the solut ion gets s t ronger.  I t  is
imoerative that our commitment to the
tectnological advancement of our world
is matched by a commitment to the
personal development of the people
in it.

Catherine Hester is at present work-
ing as Curriculum Adviser to Oxfam
in Wales.

For further information on kuleana
Centre for Children's Rights contact:
kuleana Centre for Children's Rights
P.O. Box 27
Mwanza
Thnzania
Tel.: +755 68 500911 | 9lZ
Fax: +755 68 500486
e'mail: kuleana@raha.com
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The Ghildren's Riglrts
Grisis in SieftaLeone

by PhilipVeerman

antigie, a fifteen-year-old boy
from Boumbuna in Sierra Leone,
is still often on my mind. I visited

him in Brooksfield near Freerown where
the Intemational Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) operates a small so-called
"reconstructing surgical hospital". Two
months before my visit to Sierra Leone
the rebels came unexpectedly to his
village. His parents and his frve brothers
and sisters could not run away in time.
The rebels drove the family members to
their hut and threw gasoline over it, and
then put the hut on fire with everybody
inside. Santigie was the only one ro sur.
vive this atrocitv because he was on the
bottom of the pile of bodies of his family
members, which gave him protection
against the terrible heat. Nobody in his
family survived. He dragged himself out
of the smouldering remains of the hut to
the bush where he managed to hide
while in terrible pain until he was sure
that the rebels were gone.

Margaret, the Australian nurse of the
ICRC who showed my colleague Nana of
DCI-The Gambia, Mathias, the Co-
ordinatorof the new DCI Sectionof Sierra
Leone, and me around the hospital, told
us that she had seen a lot of misery in the
world (Afghanistan, Mogadishu and afew
other places), but that Sierra Leone was
until now the place where she had seen
the worst human rights abuses. Margaret
showed me Santigie's legs with hardly any
skin on them. "'We cannot perform anv
operation on him," Margaret explained,
"because he is so undemourished that he
will get infections immediately after an
operation." \(lhile holding our hands he
told us about the ordeal. He cried softly.
And so did we. The prognosis was not
good. The doctors told us that Santigie
would very hkely die.

We talked with Margaret about the
Armed Forces Revolutionary Council
(AFRC) and the Revolutionary United

Front (RUF) and what has become their
trademarks: cutting off hands and arms
with machetes, which are very large and
heavy knives. Because the blows with the
machetes are delivered on the outside of
the arms and hands, the victims normally
survive, although terribly handicapped.

One example is  the s ix-year-o ld
Dumra, a girl from the North with whom
we talked in Waterloo refugee camp. A
year ago she and the others in her village
heard shooting and they thought it was
caused by gunfire from ECOMOG, the
West  Afr ican in tervent ion force.
However, it was the rebels entering the
village. VThen they realised this it was
already too late to flee. Many villagers,
old and young, lost their lives due to
machete wounds.  Many,  inc luding
children, were forced ro put a hand -
sometimes both hands - on a uee srumD
whereupon the hand - or hands - *"t.
chopped off. Dumra told us that she and
other villagers, including many other
children, had to queue up and approach
the tree stump where their hands were

Maputo Conference on the Use of Ghildren as Soldiers in Africa

lrom L9-22 April a Conference on the Use of Children as Soldiers in
I Africa was held in Maputo, Mozambique. The conference was jointly
organised by Save the Children and the Coalition to Stop the Use of
Chi ld Soldiers.  The launching of a new report  on chi ld soldiers in Afr ica
bythe Coalition coincided with the opening in Maputo of the conference.
In this report it is estimated that more than 120,000 children under 18
years of age are being used as soldiers across the African continent.
Some of these children are no more than seven years of age. Algeria,
Angola, Burundi, Congo-Brazzaville, the Democratic Republic of Congo,
Liberia, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Sudan and Uganda are amongst the
countries most affected. The report is available on the web site of the
Coal i t ion to Stop the Use of Chi ld Soldiers aI ht tp: / /www.chi ld-
soldiers.org. Copies in English, French and Portuguese can also be
requested at e-mail address: francoisejaffre@wanadoo.fr. Source:
CRINMAIL 19 April 1999

chopped off. "lt was bleeding the whole
night," Dumra told us.r

During my visit to Sierra Leone I saw
many young people with hands, arms and
legs cut off. In Waterloo camp (34 kilo-
metres from Freetown) there was even
an association for people with amputated
limbs. The chairman of this association,
Mutarr Jallah, introduced me to many
children with amputated limbs. "l'd like
to introduce you to more, but they have
gone today to Freetou'n to beg."

Many armed conflicm in the rvorld, for
instance berween the Armenians and the
Azerbaijanis, the Serbs and the Albanians,
the Hutus and Tirtsis, the Israelis and the
Palestinians, the Thmils and the Sinhalese
in Sri Lanka, the Greek and the Tirrks
on Cyprus, can, in pan, be explained by
such concepts as ethniciry, identity and
nationalism.r The conflict in Sierra Leone
between the AFRC and RU, on the one
side,  and the government  of  the
democratically' chosen President Ahmad
Tejan Kabbah, on the other, cannot be
explained along those lines.r It is the
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The Coalit ion to Stop the Use of Ghild Soldiers: An Update on
Activities

by Stuart Maslen

f he Coalit ion to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers is continuing to expand its
I advocacy and lobbying activities in favour of an end to military recruitment

and use in hosti l i t ies of children under 18 years of age. Defence for Children
International has recently joined the International Steering Committee as its
seventh member; requests from international NGOs, particularly from Africa,
Asia, or Latin America, to join the Steering Committee are welcomed.
The Coalit ion is actively seeking to establish new coalit ions at national level -
Albania, Bangladesh, Cambodia, Colombia, the Czech Republic, Ethiopia, Guinea-
Bissau, India, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, Nigeria, Peru, the
Phil ippines, Poland, Senegal, Switzerland, Venezuela and the Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia are just some of the countries we are particularly keen to target
over the coming year. To join the Coalit ion, all that is required is a written
endorsement of our objectives:

The adoption of, and adherence to, an Optional Protocol to the Convention
on the Rights of the Child prohibit ing the military recruitment and use in
hostilities of any person younger than 18 years of age, and the recognition
and enforcement of this standard by all armed forces and groups, both
governmental and non-governmental.

A Regional  Conference recent ly  took p lace in  Afr ica (Maputo,  Mozambique,
L9-22 April). This wil l be followed by regional meetings in Latin America
(Montevideo,  Uruguay,  5-7 July)  and Asia (date and venue to be decided) .
Requests for  fur ther  in format ion or  an inv i tat ion,  or  suggest ions of
participants should be forwarded to the Coalit ion Secretariat, 11-13 chemin
des An6mones,  7279 Chate la ine (Geneva),  Swi tzer land,  Fax:  (41)  22-9t7-
8082;  E-mai l :  ch i ld .sold iers@wanadoo. f r .  Deta i ls  are a lso avai lable on the
Coal it ion's web site : http://www. ch i ld-soldiers. org.
Discussions at each of the Conferences wil l be informed by research published
by the Coalit ion on national recruitment legislation and practice and, where
conflict is ongoing, child participation in hosti l i t ies. The first of these reports -
on the dramatic situation in Africa -was launched on 19 April 1999 in English,
French and Portuguese. Those interested in contributingto the research should
contact the Coalit ion's Researcher, Joel Mermet at the Coalit ion Secretariat or
by E-mai | : Joel.Mermet@wanadoo.fr.
The Coalition's information booklet Stop using Child Soldiers is now available
in its second edition in the following languages: English, French, German, ltalian,
Macedonian, Portuguese, Serb, and Spanish. Albanian, Russian and Swedish
versions wil l be printed in the coming weeks. An Arabic version of the first
edition is also available. In addition, posters for use indoors (in A1 size) and
outdoors (bil lboard R4 format) are available in English, French, Portuguese and
Spanish. Preparations are underway for a short video on child soldiers and a
mobile photo exhibition. To request copies of materials or for further information
please contact the Coalition's Communication Officer, Frangoise Jaffre, at the
Coal ition Secretari at or by E-mai | : Francoise. Jaff re@wanadoo.fr.

Stuart Maslen is Coordinator of the Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers.

attempt of one group to obtain power
by any means, including deliberate
mutilation, oftenby amputation, rape and
killing. It is complete regression, a concept
of completely dehumanising "the enemy",
and even their children, in order to kill,
rape or amputate without remorse.
Directly targeting childrenhas become an
instrument of terrorising the civilians.

The Special Representative of the
Secretary-General of the United Nations
for Children and Armed Conflict, Olara
Otunnu, visited Sierra Leone in both
March and May of 1998. During his visit
in May 1998, when he travelled to the
east of the country it became clear that
one of the most pressing challenges
facine Sierra Leone was the "crisis of the

Monitor

young": the plight of children affected
directly or indirectly by the conflict.a As
Amnesty International earlier reported,
"children in Sierra Leone have often
been the principal victims of gross
human rights abuses." 5

Before the ongoing civil war started
in 1991,  there were a l ready many
problems: in 1986 Sierra Leone had the
highest  under f ive morta l i ty  rate.
According to a 1987 estimate one out of
every four Sierra Leonean youngsters dies
before the age of f ive. The \7orld
Conference on Religion and Peace
report on a trip to Sierra Leone stated
that, according to UNDP and the \7orld
Bank, "the conflict has brought Sierra
Leone to the unfortunate distinction of
being the world's poorest country".6

One of the most shocking things is
that the civil war in Sierra Leone is also
a war of children committing atrocities
against children. We interviewed a few
youngsters who had been captured by
ECOMOG troops and released. They
were now in a home of a Catholic
charity. Junior K., now eighteen years
old, told me that he was captured a few
years ago by the rebels and forced to be
a carrier, mainly of looted things from
civilians. Another boy, John K., now
sixteen, who characterised himself as a
"good fighter", first carried weapons for
the soldiers and, after a raid on a village,
looted things. He lived from searching
dead people ("those who went over the
edge," he said) and often found a bit of

Waterloo Displaced Persons Camp:
this woman was heavily plegnant
when the rebels cut off her hand

TL



Monitor

money in their clothes. Mohammed B.,
now seventeen, was captured by the
rebels in 1993, when he and his father
were driving in the car to Togo. "Near
the Mano junction", he told me, "the
rebels shot my father dead. I became a
ca r r i e r  and  wa lked  hund reds  o f
kilometres to the Liberian border with
rocket lancers. I often had nothing to
eat and I was able to keep going because
they gave me amphetamine p i l ls . "
Before a battle he was given gunpowder
and hashish to smoke, or other drugs,
making him ruthless.

InJuly 1998 Carol Bellamy, UNICEF's
Execu t i ve  D i rec to r ,  s ta ted  tha t :
"Reintegrating chlld soldiers into society
is among the most difficult and urgent
problems facing Sierra Leone."i Save the
Children UK reported several times in
January and February that military action
by the rebels, including incursions in the

Ghildren are Children except when they go to War!
by Rachel Brett

f, t present, the Convention on the Rights of the Child - in its Article 38 - only
fi lprohibits the participation in hosti l i t ies and the recruitment into armed
forces of those under the age of 15. This represents the only explicit lowering
of the general age of protection applicable in the Convention, which Article 1
sets at 18 years. In order to rectify this deficiency, in 1984 the United Nations
set up a Working Group to draft an Optional Protocol to the Convention. After
five sessions, this process has sti l l  not produced a result. The reason is simple:
some states do not want to provide this protection to those whom the Convention
defines as children. Furthermore, they are seeking to prevent those who do
from establishing these standards, even though they would only bind the states
which chose to become parties to this Optional Protocol.
Over the years, there has been growing support for prohibit ing the participation
of under-18s in hosti l i t ies, for them not to be subject to compulsory recruitment
(conscription), and for no recruitment of under-18s into armed opposition groups,
but even on these points there is no universal agreement. There is greater
divergence on the question of the minimum age for voluntary recruitment into
government armed forces, and what constitutes recruitment. For example, does
th is  inc lude pupi ls  in  mi l i tary schools and academies i f  they are members of
the armed forces?
Faced with deadlock - principally the refusal of the USA (ironically one of the
only two states in the world not yet a party to the Convention on the Rights of
the Child) to accept a consensus on 18 as the minimum age for participation in
hosti l i t ies - the Chair of the UN Working Group has been mandated to undertake
broad informal consultations to try to find a way forward, with a view to completing
the Protocol next year. Clearly, those who have problems wil l ensure that their
voices are heard by the Chair, Ambassador Catherine von Heidenstam of Sweden,
during her consultations. lt is imperative that those who believe that under-18s
should be protected from participation in hosti l i t ies, and that non-recruitment
is the only real guarantee of this, ensure that their position is also taken into
account. Those states not ready to accept this position should not be allowed
to water down the standards, since in anv case thev can choose to stand aside
from the Protocol.

Rachel Brett. is Associate Representative (Human Rights and Refugees) at the
Quaker United Nations Office, Geneva.
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capital Freetown in early January 1999,
had lead to an estimated 5,000 deaths
in Freetown alone. Eighty per cent of
Eastem Freetorvn had been burned to the
ground.'DCI-Sierra Leone told me that
captured rebel chil.l-sol.liers or former
child solcliers nou' l ivins in Freetown
were lynched. Some s'ere hanged and
afterwarcls their bo.lies \\'ere set on lire.e

Mr. Sam, the Deputl 'Commissioner
for  Dernocract  ant l  Human Rights,
whom I met in Freeton'n in Decernber
1998,  to ld me u 'hen I  ca l led h im in
Febrr , rary that  he had been h id ing.
"Many people tell rne," he said, "don't
talk to rne about human rights after what
my family' and I t 'ent throughl" In July
1998,  UNICEF's Execut ive Director ,
Ms. Bellamy, had already called for the
need to ensure the safety of child soldiers
who had been captured. And Amnesty
International has reported that many
farnilies have rejected children forcibly
recruited into rebel forces and have
refused to take them back into their
hornes.

More than 120,000 children under 18
years of age are being used as child
solcliers across Africa. Human Rights
\Uatch reported in July 1998 that forces
lighting on behalf of President Kabbah
have a lso commit ted human r ights
abuses and that the most powerful of the
Civil Defence Forces, the kamajors, have
also recruited children.rn

On 15 March 1999 the Nat ional
Commission for Democracy and Human
Rights appealed to the international
commun i t y  t o  " con t i nue  ac t i ve l y
support ing ef for ts  for  the speedy

Young victims of war at Waterloo Gamp
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Maputo Declaration on the Use of Ghildren as
Soldiers

!f articipants in the African Conference on the Use of
I  Chi ldren as Sold iers,  held in  Maputo,  Mozambique,
from 79-22 April 1999;

Appal led that  more than 300,000 chi ldren under 18
years of age are currently participating in armed conflicts
wor ldwide;

Acknowledging that  pover ty ,  in just ice,  d isp lacement ,
lack of  access to educat ion,  the pro l i ferat ion of  smal l
arms and other factors contribute to the recruitment of
chi ldren as sold iers;

Recognis ing the need to inc lude chi ldren in  bui ld ing
peace and reconci l ia t ion;

We lcoming  and  suppo r t i ng  t he  wo rk  o f  t he  Spec ia l
Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and
Armed Conf l ic t  to  prohib i t  the recru i tment  and use of
chi ldren in  armed conf l ic t ;

Recall ing with approval the Cape Town Principles and Best
Practices on the Prevention of Recruitment of Children
into the Armed Forces and on Demobilisation and Social
Reintegration of Child Soldiers in Africa (27-3O April 1997),
the Organization of African Unity/African Network for
Prevention and Protection Against Child Abuse and Neglect
Continental Conference on Children in Situations of Armed
Conflict of June 1997, and Resolution 1659 (LXIV) on the
Plight of African Children in Situations of Armed Conflict,
adopted by the Council of Ministers of the OAU in July
1996, Yaounde, Cameroon;

Mindfu l  that  the Afr ican Charter  on the Rights and
Welfare of  the Chi ld  prohib i ts  the recru i tment  and use
as sold iers of  ch i ldren under 18 years of  age;

Welcoming the fact  that  the nat ional  leg is lat ion of  the
overwhelming majority of African States sets 18 years
as the min imum age for  mi l i tary recru i tment ;

W e l c o m i n g  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t u t e  o f  t h e
International Criminal Court that makes the conscripting
or  enl is t ing of  ch i ldren under the age of  15 years or
us ing them to par t ic ipate act ive ly  in  host i l i t ies a war
cr ime,  both in  in ternat ional  and internal  armed conf l ic t
and whether  by armed forces or  armed groups,  whi le
regretting that the age specified was not 18 years;

Alarmed that  despi te these standards Afr ican chi ldren,
g i r ls  as wel l  as boys,  are current ly  tak ing par t  in  armed
conf l ic ts  across the cont inent  in  both governmental
armed forces,  inc luding mi l i t ia ,  and armed opposi t ion
groups,  and are of ten subject  to  abuse or  misuse as
mi l i tary "wives"  or  labourers,  and that  in  many cases
these inc lude chi ldren under 15 years of  age;

Determined to put  an end to the use of  ch i loren as
sold iers:

1)  Solemnly declare that  the use of  any chi ld  under 18
years of age by any armed force or armed group is wholly
unacceptable,  even where that  ch i ld  c la ims or  is  c la imed
to be a volunteer.

2) Call upon all African States to promote an environment
that favours the safe and healthy development of children
and to take all necessary measures to ensure that no
child under 18 years of age takes part in armed conflict,
in  par t icu lar  by:

.  endinE the recru i tment  of  a l l  ch i ldren under 18 years
of  age into the armed forces and ensur ing that
measures are in place to prevent re-recruitment;

.  establ ish ing thorough recru i tment  procedures in
par t icu lar  for  determin ing age;

.  ensur in€ that  b i r th  regis t rat ion is  systemat ised and
that identity documents are provided to children, and
that in the absence of age documentation, the armed
forces requi re sworn af f idavi ts  f rom parents or
communi ty  e lders that  a recru i t  is  18 years or  o lder ;

.  demobi l is ing in to safety a l l  ch i ldren,  g i r ls  as wel l  as
boys,  current ly  serv ing in  the armed forces;

. ensurinB the physical and psycho-social rehabil itation
a n d  e f f e c t i v e  r e i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  s o c i e t y  o f
demob i l i sed  ch i l d  so ld ie rs ;

.  r e f ra in inB  f rom consc r i p t i ng  demob i l i sed  ch i l d
sold iers;

r  prohib i t ing l  the recru i tment  of  a l l  ch i ldren in to mi l i t ia
forces under thei r  jur isd ic t ion;

.  br inging to just ice those who cont inue to recru i t  or
use chi ldren as sold iers;

o ensur ing that  ch i ldren enrol led in to mi l i tary schools
are not members of the armed forces and are treated
in fu l l  accord wi th in ternat ional  and regional  human
rights law, in particular the Convention on the Rights
of  the Chi ld  and the Afr ican Charter  on the Rights
and Wel fare of  the Chi ld ;

r ratifying without delay the African Charter on the
Rights and Welfare of the Child and the Statute of
the Internat ional  Cr iminal  Court ,  to  ensure thei r  entry
into force as soon as possib le.

3)  Condemn the use of  ch i ldren as sold iers by armed
opposi t ion groups and cal l  upon these groups to end
the recru i tment  of  ch i ldren and to demobi l ise or  re lease
into safety chi ldren a l ready being used as sold iers.

4) Call upon African States to use their influence to bring
pressure to bear on any government or armed opposition
group which recru i ts  or  uses chi ldren as sold iers by
refraining from providing them, whether directly or indirectly,
with arms, military equipment, training or personnel.

5) Call upon African States to respect fully the provisions
of  in ternat ional  human r ights and humani tar ian law,  in
pa r t i cu la r  i n  t he  case  o f  cap tu red  ch i l d  so ld ie rs ,
especia l ly  by:

.  consider ing the broadest  possib le amnesty;

.  recognis ing the need for  just ice and reconci l ia t ion
and the importance of rehabil itation and reintegration;
and
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. ensurin€ that neither the death penalty nor l i fe imprisonment without
possibil i ty of release is imposed for offences committed by persons below
18 years of age and that child participants in armed opposition groups are
not charged with or convicted of treason.

6) Call upon African States to refrain from providing sanctuary to any armed
opposition group recruiting or using children as soldiers.

7) Call upon African States actively to support:
o the adoption of an Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights ofthe

Child setting 18 years as the minimum age for all mil itary recruitment and
participation in hosti l i t ies; and

r the inclusion in the ILO Convention on the Worst Forms of Child Labour of
a specific provision prohibit ing the use of children as soldiers.

8) Call upon the Organization of African Unity to reinforce its action to promote
an end to the use of children as soldiers across the continent, in particular by:

. requesting the Secretary General to submit an annual report on the use of
chi ldren as sold iers;

. intensifying its efforts to ensure the early entry into force of, and adherence
to, the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child; and

o ensuring that the issue of child soldiers is taken up on a systematic basis
at relevant OAU meetings.

9) Call upon all governments, including those outside Africa, to provide adequate
assistance to ensure the implementation of the above aims, in particular by
providing resources for alternatives to children induced by circumstance to
volunteer to join armed forces or armed groups, and for facil i tating the
demobilisation, rehabil itation and reintegration of child soldiers.

10) Call upon governments outside Africa to use their influence to bring pressure
to bear on any government or armed opposition group which recruits or uses
children as soldiers by refraining from providing them, whether directly or
indirectly, with arms, military equipment, training or personnel.

11) Call upon the United Nations system to provide adequate assistance to
ensure the implementat ion of  the above a ims,  in  par t icu lar  by prov id ing
resources for alternatives to children induced by circumstance to volunteer to
join armed forces or armed groups, and for facil i tating the demobilisation,
rehabil itation and reintegration of child soldiers, and call upon in particular
the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed
Con f l i c t ,  t he  Un i ted  Na t i ons  Ch i l d ren ' s  Fund ,  t he  O f f i ce  o f  t he  H igh
Commissionerfor Refugees, and the Office of the High Commissionerfor Human
Rights to intensify their efforts to ensure an end to the use of children as
sold iers.

!2) Call upon non-governmental organisations, in particular African NGOs, to
work for the implementation of this Declaration and to disseminate it broadly.

13) Call upon African and international media to support efforts to end the
use of children as soldiers, bearing in mind the imperative need to protect
individual children from stigmatisation and to preserve their dignity, safety
and self-respect.

14) Request the Government of Mozambique to present this Declaration to
the 1999 Summit of the Organization of African Unity and to request the OAU
Secretariat to disseminate the Declaration to all African Foreign Ministries.

15) Express their warm appreciation to the Government of Mozambique for
hosting this Conference.

Adopted in Maputo, Mozambique, on 22 April 7999.
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Head wounds of Mohammed
Masareen, 17 years old

resolut ion of  the conf l ic t  and the
enhancement of the critical role of civil
society in the process". Serious questions
remain why the world community and
especially the United Nations cannot do
more.  A Specia l  Rapporteur  of  the
United Nations (UN) dealing specific-
ally with human rights violations against
children in Sierra Leone can be of
importance, and DCI called upon the
UN -  in  the l ight  of  rhe current
children's rights crisis - to appoint such
a special rapporteur. The initial State
report  of  Sierra Leone to the UN
Committee on the Rights of the Child
(due in 1992 and submitted in April
1996) should be updated and discussed
with the Committee as soon as oossible.ll
Such a session could be used to mobilise
more (and co-ordinated) help for Sierra
Leone by UN bodies such as UNICEE
UNESCO. !7HO. as well as NGOs. But
the NGOs should try to make the human
rights abuses known to a wider public
and, as Stanley Cohen promoted in
another context, "use all legitimate
methods of reaching beyond the elite
circle who read human rights reports".lz

Sierra Leone hardly  reaches the
headlines anymore. At the most it is
covered in the "in brief'columns. That
Sierra Leone is concealed from sight by
lack of attention by the world's media
plays in the hands of the weapon and
diamond dealers who deliver small guns
which children can easily take aparr in
exchange for profits from the diamonds
coming from the areas under control by

L4



Summer 1999 .  Samole issue Monitor

the rebels. The lack of media attention
also means that the chances are very slim
that  v io lators of  human r ights of
children, those who have abducqZd
children, have mutilated, amputated,
raped them and have put them to work
as child soldiers, wil l be brought to
justice. The situation of children's rights
in Sierra Leone cannot improve unless
this country is placed higher on the
world's political agenda.

Dr. Phil ip Veerman is President of the
Internat ional  Execut ive Counci l  o f
Defence for  Chi ldren ln ternat ional
(DCl) and Director of DC|-lsrael.

The new DCI section in Sierra Leone
opened an office at 51 Bathurst Street
in Freetown. Their postal address is:
P.O. Box 1205,
Freetown. Sierra Leone.
Fax (232) 22-224439.
E-mail: DClSl@hotmail.com.

NOTES
1 A New York  based char i ty ,  the

Leadership Counci l  on Chi ldren in

Armed Conflict, advertised a six-year
old girl from Sierra Leone: "Flora is 6
years old. Flora had nothing to do with
the conflict between the government
and rebels in Sierra Leone. Duringthe
attack on her vil lage, armed rebels
chopped off her hand in an act of
senseless violence to terrorize her
family and her vil lage. As children all
over the world head back to school,
Flora wants to know one thing: "Will
my fingers grow back?"
V .D .  Vo l kan ,  The  Need  to  Have
Enemies and Allies: From Clinical
Practice to lnternational Relation-
shr'ps (1988).
Howeve r ,  an  i n te r - re l i g i ous  re -
sponse is very welcome. The World
Conference on Religion and Peace
(WCRP), for example, created an lnter-
religious Council of Christians and
Muslims in Sierra Leone in 1997.
Amnesty lnternational, Sierra Leone:
7998 - a year of atrocities against
civilians, p. 36 (November 1998).
Ib id. ,  p .32.
Country programme cooperat ion,
Master Plan of Operations 7997-
7995, the governmentof Sierra Leone
and UNICEF (June 1990);  Wendy

Pomeroy,  Pro ject  Di rector ,  Wor ld
Conference on Religion and Peace,
Trip Report: Sierra Leone (New York,
1998).

7 Statement of Carol Bellamy, Executive
Director  of  UNICEF to the Uni ted
Nations Soecial Conference on Sierra
Leone, New York, 30 July 1998.

8 Save the Children UK, Sierra Leone:
Emergency Bulletin (4 March 1999).

9 This also happened to the two former
child soldiers in the weekend of 26-
27 December 1998 when they were
accused of being spies for the rebels
and buried alive.

10 Human Rights Watch, Sierra Leone:
Sowing Terror, Atrocities against
Civilians in Sierra Leone (July 1998).

LL lnitial reports of States parties due
in 7992: Sierra Leone, contained in:
United Nations Document CRC/C/3/
Add.43 (3 June 1996). There are also
NGO Complementary Notes (May
1997).

12  S tan ley  Cohen ,  Den ia l  and
Acknowledgement: the lmpact of
lnformation about Human Rights
Violations, Jerusalem, The Minerva
Center for Human Rights, the Hebrew
University, p. 118 (1995).
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ICMEC
In April the International Centre
for Missing and Exploited Children
( ICMEC) ,  a  B r i t i sh -Amer i can
in i t i a t i ve .  was  l aunched .  The
Centre's aims are to find missing
children worldwide and to prevent
cross-border child abduction. The
Cen t re  p rov ides  immed ia te
d i ssemina t i on  o f  p i c tu res  and
information on missing children
via the World Wide web, advocates
fo r  s t ronge r  l aws  to  p ro tec t
children, assists victim parents,
and offers training to professionals
and law enforcement  agencies
around the wor ld.  I t  wi l l  have
offices in lTashington, D.C. and
London. Source: Reuters news wffe
23 April1999

Human Rig$ts Watch World
Report 1999
In its lUorld Report 1999 Human
Rights Watch (HR\7) gives an
account reports of it activities on

se r i ous  abuses  aga ins t  ch i l d ren
wor ldw ide  du r i ng  1998 .  HR\7
conducted research in 1998 to bring
to the world's attention the effects on
children of the war in Rwanda; the
treatment of abandoned and orphaned
children in orphanages and other non-
pena l  i ns t i t u t i ons  i n  Russ ia ;  t he
incarcerat ion of  ch i ldren in  adul t
lockups in Jamaica; conditions for
children in Pakistan's police lockups,
prisons and juvenile institutions; and
children tried as adults and detained
in adult jails in counties throughout
the state of Maryland in the United
States. In addition, HRI0U was - and is
sti l l  - involved in the Coalit ion to
S top  the  Use  o f  Ch i l d  So ld ie rs .
Source: Human Rights V/atch World
Report 1999

Ghildren of Gonflict multimedia
initiative
From 27 March BBC World Service
launches a new initiative of over 70
radio programmes, giving children a

voice to describe the lives they are
forced to live in the midst of armed
conflict, including child soldiers in
Sierra Leone and Burma, children
brutalised by war in Chechnya, and
war orphans in Rwanda and Soma-
lia. Series have been produced in
Swahi l i ,  Tami l ,  S inhala,  Por tu-
guese for Africa, Burmese, Persian,
Pashto, Somali, English for Africa
and English. Source: BBC World
Seruice home Page at  ht tp:  |  |
w  w  w . b b c .  c o  .  u k l  w  o r l d s  e r u i c e  I
e duc ati on I childr en . htm

Senegal bans female Elenital
mutilation
On 13 January the Senegalese Parlia-
ment approved legislation to ban
female genital mutilation, respond-
ing to a campaign by Senegalese
women. The campaign has been
attributed to Tofhan, a private
Senegalese women's organisation.
Source: Intemational Her ald Tribune
19 Jmuary 1999
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A New ILO Gonvention to
Eliminate the f,Vorst
Formsof Ghild labour

by Michele Jankanish

f!he spectre of girls and boys around
I the world toiling in mines, being
I sold for prostitution, forced to work

as domestic servants and on plantations,
exposed to hazardous substances and
work ing condi t ions,  and otherwise
exploited for their work has propelled
the problem of child labour to the top of
the international agenda.

The  pas t  two  yea rs  have  been
marked by significant action against
child labour both from within and out-
side the International Labour Organi-
sat ion ( lLO).  In  1997,  there was a
wave of unparalleled international
attention to child labour with several
high profi le international meetings,
notablv those held in Amsterdam and
Oslo.  This in terest  cont inued and
even gained momentum in 1998. The
Global March against Child Labour,
o rgan i sed  by  non -gove rnmen ta l
organisations, trade unions and human
rights groups, vividly demonstrated
the growing worldwide movement and
commitment against child labour. The
March, which involved mill ions of
p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  m o r e  t h a n  1 0 0
coun t r i es ,  was  one  o f  t he  mos t
significant global events against child
labour in recent years. It was a historic
and unforgettable experience for the
International Labour Conference and
for the ILO.

The normative work of the ILO on
child labour also advanced in 1998.
ILO member States showed a renewed
determinat ion in  the f ight  against
ch i l d  l abou r  by  mak ing  the
prohibit ion and elimination of the

worst forms of chlld labour the focus
o f  new s tanda rds .  The  June  1998
Session of the International Labour
Conference made substantial progress
toward  a  new Conven t i on  and
Recommendation on the worst forms
of  chi ld  labour by complet ing i ts
first discussion and adopting the text
o f  a  p roposed  Conven t i on  and
Recommendation.l The Conference
wi l l  debate the inst ruments for  a
second time and vote on their f inal
adoption in June 1999.2 This article
highlights the issues surrounding the
proposed Convent ion and Recom-
mendation concerning the prohibition
and immediate e l iminat ion of  the
worst forms of child labour.

The problem of child labour
Clearly the problem of child labour is
quite enormous in scale and widespread
throughout the world, especially the
developing world. It is found in small
villages and in big cities, in the lanes of
destitute slums and on the brightly.lit
boulevards of major world capitals. ILO
estimates indicate that, in developing
countries alone, there are at least 250
million working children between the
ages of 5 and 14. Half of them are
working all day long, in many cases 12
to 15 hours a day. Of these, 61 per cent
are found in Asia, 32 per cent in Africa,
and 7 per cent in Latin America. While
more than half of all the world's child
workers are in Asia, Africa has the
highest incidence of child labour: about
41 per cent ofchildren under the age of
15 are workins.

Too many children work in plainly
dangerous and hazardous situations and
experience serious i l lness and injury
from their work. They are found in
mines, in factories making glass bangles,
matches and fireworks, in deep-sea
fishing, in commercial agriculture and
so on. Children are susceptible to all of
the dangers that are faced by adults in
the same situation, but work hazards
that affect adults affect children even
more strongly. They are also much more
vulnerable than adults to physical, sexual
and emotional abuse, and suffer more
devastating psychological damage from
Iiving and working in an environment
in which they are denigrated or
oppressed. Very young children and girls
are even more vulnerabie.

Given the socio-economic circum-
stances of some countries and the lack
of  adequate resources and inf ra-
structure, the complete elimination of
child labour is bound to take time. But
this can be no excuse for continuing to
condone situations that are an insult to
human rights and to the dignity of
chi ldren as indiv iduals.  Therefore,
choices must be made about where to
concentrate avai lable human and
material resources. Hence there is a
move toward a new international legal
instrument that focuses on the worst
forms of child labour to comolement
existing standards.

The Minimum Age Gonvention,
1973 (No.138)
The ILO Minimum Age Convention,
1973 (No.  138)  is  the fundamental
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international standard on child labour,
and one of the core labour standards of
the ILO covered by the ILO Declaration
on fundamental principles and rights at
u.,ork, which was adopted by the
Intemational Labour Conference in June
1998. The Conventionhas the following
major components:

o It obliges ratifying States "to pursue
a national policy designed to ensure
the effective abolition of child labour
and to raise progressively the mini-
mum age for admission to employ-
ment or work to a level consistent
with the fullest physical and mental
development of young persons".

o It requires member States to fix the
minimum age for  admiss ion to
employment or work.

. It establishes thar the minimum age
should not be less than the age of
completing compulsory schooling
and, in any case, should not be less
than 15 years of age. A country
whose economy and educational
facilities are insufficiently developed
may fix the age for admission to
employment or work atage 14.

o It sets a higher minimum age of 18
for hazardous work or work "which
by its nature or the circumstances in
which it is carried our is likely to
jeopardise the heal th,  safety or
morals  of  young persons."  I t ,

however, allows authorisation of a
lower age of 16 rf the health, safety
and morals of the young persons are
fu l ly  protected,  and the young
persons receive adequate specific
instruction or vocational training in
the relevant branch of activity.

o Finally, it allows a lower age for
l ight work from 13 to 15 years of
age, provided that the work is not
hazardous to the child's health or
development, and does not hinder
the child's education. A minimum
age for l ight work at 12 instead of
13 can be set in countries where
the basic minimum aee of 14 is
allowed.

Focusing on the worst forms of
child labour
Convention No. 138 is and will remain
the fundamental intemational standard
on chi ld  labour.  The number of
ratifications has been on the increase
over the last couple of years. Currently,
72 States have ratified the Convention.
As mentioned above, the ultimate goal
of Convention No. 138 is the total
abolition of child labour. However, it is
widely recognised that this will take
time. A growing intemational consensus
has emerged st ress ing the need to
immediately proceed with the abolition
of "the most intolerable forms of child
labour", namely the employment of
chi ldren in  s lave- l ike and bonded
condi t ions and in dangerous and
hazardous work, the exploitation of very
young children, and the commercial
sexual exploitation of children. This has
prompted the development of new
standards on the worst forms of child
labour to ensure that these forms are the
priority for national and international
action. The new standards will:

o identifu priority areas of action;
o focus on the worst forms of child

labour in one Convention;
. ensure that immediate action is

taken, irrespective of the level of
development;

. ensure special protection for younger
children and girls; and

r call for global co-operation and
action.

Gontent ofthe proposed
Gonvention and Recommendation
conceming the prohibition and
immediate elimination of the
worst forms of child labour
The proposed Convent ion and
Recommendation apply to all children
under the age of 18 in conformity with

ILO Gonvention No. 138

Tf'" International Labour Organisation (lLO) has adopted a number of
I international conventions concerning child labour, minimum age(s)

for employment and conditions of work of young persons. The principal
treaty regarding minimum age for employment is ILO Convention No.
138 (1973 Convention Concerning Minimum Age for Employment). This
Convention was initiated and adopted because it was considered timely
to establish a general instrument to replace the existing conventions
on the subject of minimum age for admission to employment, which
were applicable to limited sectors only. As at 10 January 1999, ILO
Convention No. 138 had a total of 69 States Parties:
Albania, Algeria, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Azerbaijan, Belarus,
Belgium, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Bulgaria, Costa
Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Denmark, Dominica, ElSalvador, Equatorial
Guinea, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Guyana,
Honduras, Hungary, lraq, lreland, lsrael, ltaly, Jordan, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan,
Libyan Arab Jamahir iya, Li thuania, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Malta,
Mauri t ius, Nepal,  Netherlands, Nicaragua, Niger,  Norway, Phi l ippines,
Poland, Portugal,  Romania, Russian Federat ion, Rwanda, San Marino,
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Taj ik istan, United Republ ic of
Tanzania, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Togo, Turkey,
Turkmenistan, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, Uruguay, Venezuela,
Yugoslavia, Zambia.

Minimum age in accoldance with Gonvention No. 138

Generalminimum age

In nor mal cir cums tanc e s :

15 years or more
(not less than compulsory school age)

Light work Hazardous work

13 years 18 years (16 years
conditionally)

Were economy urd educational facilities are insfficiently deueloped:

14 years 12 years 18 years (16 years
conditionally)
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the general age stipulated in the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of
the Child and the minimum age for
hazardous work in Convention No.13B.
The basic obligation of ratifying States
is to take measures to prohibit and
immediately eliminate the worst forms
of chlld labour. The expression "worst
forms of child labour" comprises:

r all forms of slavery and practices
similar to slavery, such as the sale and
trafficking of children, forced or
compulsory labour, debtbondage and
serfdom;

r the use, procurement or offering of a
child for prostitution, production of
pornography or  pornographic
performances;

o the use, procurement or offering of a
child for illicit acrivities, in particular
for the production and trafficking of
drugs;

o work which, by its nature or rhe
circumstances in which it is carried
out, is likely to jeopardise the health,
safety or morals of children.

Countries are to design and implement
programmes of action to eliminate rhe
worst forms of child labour. In addition,
all necessary measures are to be taken to
ensure the effective implementation and
enforcement of the provisions of the
Convention, including the designation
of appropriate mechanisms to monitor
implementation and the provision and
application of penal sanctions or, as
appropriate, other sanctions. Other
significant measures to be taken by
rati4/ing States are those to prevent the
entry or retum of children into the worst
forms of child labour, to remove rhem
from such labour, and to give them the
assis tance necessary for  thei r
rehabilitation and social reintegration.
Certain groups of children are in need
of special protection and thus particular
attention is given to the special situation
of girls and other children at special risk.
F inal ly ,  the proposed Convent ion
promotes intemational co-operation and
assistance by requiring member States to
take steps, as appropriate, to assist one
another in giving effect to the provisions
of the Convention.

Outstanding issues
The second discussion of the proposed
Convention and Recommendation bv
the International Labour Conference
(lLC) in June 1999 is likely to focus on
several major issues. These include: the
proposed explicit insertion of children

in armed combat or military acrivities
and the denial ofaccess to education into
the definition of the worst forms of child
labour; the definition of hazardous work;
and the ro le of  NGOs and other
concerned groups in the Convention.

Child soldiers and the use of children
in armed conflicts
During the first Conference discussion,
there was considerable debate about
whether to add an explicit reference to
child soldiers or the use of children in
armed conflicts in the definition of the
worst forms of child labour. Because of
the differences of opinion expressed, it
was decided to postpone further debate
on the issue until the 1999 Session of
the Conference.  There are a con-
siderable number of countries which
believe that the Convention should
explicitly indicate that children in armed
conflict or military service is a worst form
of child labour, while others have argued
that the issue should be left to the debate
in the United Nations working group on
a draf t  opt ional  protocol  to  the
Convention on the Rights of the Child
on involvement of children in armed
conflicts. Another view is that the
subject is adequately covered by the
provisions in the proposed Convention
which provide that national authorities
are ro determine which work is likely to
jeopardise the health, safety and morals
of children.l

The role of education
One of the most contentious issues at
the Conference was whether  the
denial of access to education should
be taken as a criterion for determinins
the worst forms of child labour. The
Conference rejected this idea. Instead,
it included in the text of the proposed
Convention several references to the
importance of education in combating
ch i l d  l abou r ,  i nc lud ing  i n  t he
rehabi l i ta t ion and re integrat ion of
child workers. The issue is l ikely to
resurface, however. as the comments
received by the ILO show that some
governments and numerous workers'
organisations support including work
that systematically denies children
access to education in the defrnit ion
of the worst forms of child labour.
O the r  gove rnmen ts  and  some
employers' organisations oppose it as
it risks bringing all child labour into
the Convention, thus jeopardising the
na r rower  f ocus  o f  t he  new
Convention. It is also observed that

Proposed Gonvention
Ratifting Sares are to:

. upply the Convention to
children under 1B;

o take measures to prohibit and
immediately eliminate the
worst forms of child labour;

r designate monitoring
mechanisms;

o adopt programmes of action;
. ensure effective enforcement,

including penal or other
sanctions;

o take measures for prevention,
removal, rehabilitation and
social reintegration;

o take account ofthe special
situation of girls;

r take steps to assist each
other through international
co-operation or assistance.

Proposed Recommendation
The Recommendation orovides
for:

o design and implementation
of national programmes of
action which aim at:

' identif ication and denunci.
ation of the worst forms of
child labour;

' prevention, removal, re-
habilitation, and social
reintegration of the children;

' giving special attention to:
' younger children;
. hidden work in which

girls are at special risk;
' children with special

vulnerabilities or needs;
' identifiiing and reaching out

to communities where
children are at risk;

' raising awareness and
mobilising society.

r determination of the types
of work that are hazardous;

o compilation of data;
o establishment of monitoring

mechanisms to ensure
effective implementation;

. designation of certain worst
forms of child labour as
criminal offences:

r effective enforcemenr
measures.

access to education is not the only
factor that will ensure that children
will be in school rather than at work.
The lack of quality education, the cost

18



Summer 1999 .Sample issue Monitor

of education, discrimination against
wo rk ing  ch i l d ren  and  the i r
mistreatment in school all exacerbate
the child labour problem and often
lead to work as the only alternative
for many children. Therefore, access
to  qua l i t y  educa t i on  wh i ch  i s
affordable to the children involved
becomes  an  i ssue .  I n  add i t i on ,
education strategies and methods of
delivery need to be available to meet
the  immed ia te  needs  o f  ch i l d ren
removed from the worst forms of child
labour.

Hazardous work and the scooe ofthe
Convention
The proposed Convention lists as one
of the worst forms of child labour
"work which by i ts  nature or  the
circumstances in which it is carried
out is likely to jeopardize the safety,
health or morals of children." The
determinarion of which work is l ikely
to jeopardise the safety,  heal th or
morals of children is to be made at the
national level after consultations with
employers' and workers' organisations.
There are trvo major concerns. The
l i r s t ,  r a i sed  p r imar i l y '  by  wo rke r ' s
organisations, is that the Convention
should spell out specil ic criteria for
determining hazardous work so that
the flexibil i ty ar the narional level is
reduced. Some governments support
this position to provide further clarity
at the international level of what is
meant by hazardous work. The second
issue is the desire for further flexibility
by some governments in making the
determination. Because of the broad
scope  o f  t he  Conven t i on  ( . t o
exclusion for any sector) and the age
(all persons under age 18), some want
to ensure that the provision applies
only to the truly "worsr" forms of child
labour.

Non-governmental organisations and
other concerned groups
Another issue debated during the first
discussion and which is l ikely to be
ra ised again is  the ro le of  NGOs,
e s p e c i a l l y  w h e t h e r  t o  r e q u i r e
consultations by governments with
"other concerned groups" or "NGOs"
in the Convent ion.  Provis ions on
determining which work is hazardous
and on adopting programmes of action
require consultations with employers'
and  worke rs '  o rgan i sa t i ons .  The
Conference decided not to include
other concerned groups in the text of

the Convent ion,  and lef t  such a
reference in the Recommendation.
Some governments, however, suggest
including such a reference particularly
concerning programmes of  act ion.
\7hi1e the employers' and workers'
organisations argued against such a
reference for fear of undermining the
tripartite structure of the ILO, there
i s  suppo r t  f r om some worke rs '
organisations for consultations with
the concerned chi ldren and thei r
fami l ies consistent  wi th a proposal
from some NGOs.

Gonclusion
While some issues remain to be resolved,
the comments provided to the ILO by
governments, employers' and workers'
organisations indicate overwhelming
support  for  new ILO standards
specifically focused on the worst forms
of child labour.

I n  summary ,  t he  p roposed
Convention concerning the prohi-
bit ion and immediate elimination of
the worst forms of child labour differs
f rom exis t ing standards in  that  i t
focuses on the worst forms of child
Iabour, requiring priority action in the
fo rm o f  immed ia te  e l im ina t i on ;
expl ic i t ly  l is ts  some of  these worst
forms with flexibil i ty at the national
level to determine which hazards bring
other work into the category of the
worst forms; provides for monitoring
mechan isms  and  p rog rammes  o f
action; requires measures of preven.
tion, rehabil itation and reintegration;
requires giving special attention to
ch i l d ren  a t  spec ia l  r i s k  and  the
s i t ua t i on  o f  g i r l s ;  and  ca l l s  f o r
i n te rna t i ona l  co -ope ra t i on  and
assistance. The proposed Convention
has  a  s i ngu la r  m iss ion  to  pu t  an
immediate stop to the worst forms of
child labour.

The  deba te  on  the  new ILO
instruments will be concluded by the
International Labour Conference in
its 87th Session in June 1999. Once
adop ted ,  a  new Conven t i on  and
Recommenda t i on  w i l l  he lp  t o
p r i o r i t i se  ac t i on  and  ensu re  t ha t
app rop r i a te  measu res  a re  t aken
to  b r i ng  abou t  t he  immed ia te
elimination of the worst forms of child
l abou r .  The  new s tanda rds  w i l l
advance the commitment to ensuring
that children are protected at least
against the worst hazards as part of the
t rans i t i on  t owards  the  to ta l
elimination of chlld labour as called

fo r  i n  I LO 's  M in imum Ag .
Convent ion,  1973 (No.  138) .

Michele Jankanish is  Senior  Legal
Officer at the Working Conditions and
Env i ronmen t  Depa r tmen t  o f  t he
International Labour Office in Geneva.

NOTES
1 Fol lowing the 1998 Session of  the

In te rna t i ona l  Labou r  Con fe rence ,
g o v e r n m e n t s ,  e m p l o y e r s '  a n d
workers '  organisat ions commented
on the texts of the inst ruments ( lLO
Child Labour, Report lV (1) Inter-
nat ional  Labour Conference,  87th
S e s s i o n ,  1 9 9 9 ) .  B a s e d  o n  t h e
comments the Internat ional  Labour
Office has prepared a report in two
parts  for  the 1999 d iscussion ( lLO;
Chi ld  Labour,  Report  lV (2A) and
( 2 8 )  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  L a b o u r  C o n -
ference,  87th Session,  1999).  The
f i r s t  p a r t  s u m m a r i s e s  t h e
comments and gives a brief Office
c o m m e n t a r y .  T h e  s e c o n d  p a r t
contains the current draft text of the
proposed Convent ion and Recom-
mendat ion that  wi l l  be oresented to
the Commit tee in  June 1999 for
d i scuss ion .

2 The d iscussion wi l l  take p lace in  a
C o m m i t t e e  o n  C h i l d  L a b o u r
establ ished by the Conference.  The
C o m m i t t e e  w i l l  o r o c e e d  w i t h  a
general discussion by the delegates
on the proposed new standards
fo l lowed by an examinat ion of  the
Articles in the proposed Convention
and the Paragraphs in the proposed
Recommendat ion.  The d iscussion is
based on proposed amendments, if
any,  submit ted by the delegates.
The  Commi t t ee  w i l l  send  to  t he
fu l l  Conference i ts  recommended
tex t s .  The  Con fe rence  vo tes  i n
p l e n a r y  s e s s i o n  o n  t h e  f i  n a l
adop t i on  o f  t he  p roposed  Con-
v e n t i o n  a n d  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n ,
which must receive two-thirds of the
votes cast by the delegates present
to be adopted.

3  I n  pa r t i cu la r  t he  haza rdous  work
provision in Article 3 (d) and Article 4
of the proposed new Convention.
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Ghastisementby

case before it. It did not therefore rule
on the legal  propr iety  of  corporal
punishment which falls short of the
vio lence used in A 's  case.  This is
inevitable, given the way the Court
works, but unfortunate because the
United Kingdom can respond, and it is
thought wil l, by ruling out inhuman
or  deg rad ing  pun i shmen t ,  wh i l s t
preserving the right of parents (and
possibly others) to smack. This was its
response to Costello-Robercs.8 The Court
did not think it necessary ro examine
whether the inadequacy of the legal
protection provided to A against the ill-
treatment that he suffered also breached
his right to respect for private l ife
under Article 8. In Costello-Roberts,
the Court had observed that the possi-
bil i ty that circumstances might exist
in which Article 8 could be regarded
as affording a protection that went
beyond that given by Article 3 was not
excluded. And, in an earlier case, the
Commission concluded that a com-
plaint was actionable under Article 8
where chi ldren were st ruck wi th a

European lawand

by MichaelFreeman

freedom to smack to be taken from
parents too,5 but nothing has yet come
of these demands, and they are probably
not supported either by public opinion
or by the government.6

The Court accepted, following the
ea r l i e r  case  o f  Cos te l l o -Robe r t s  v .
United Kingdom,T that i l l-treatment
m u s t  a t t a i n  a  m i n i m u m  l e v e l  o f
severity if i t is to fall within the scope
of Article 3. It reasoned, as it had done
in Costello-Roberts, that:

ll The assessment of this minimum
is re lat ive:  i t  depends on a l l  the
circumstances of the case, such as the
nature and context of the treatment,
its duration, its physical and mental
effects and, in some instances, the
sex, age and state of health of the
victim. lf

It is hardly surprising that lt's punish-
ment was held to violate Article 3, as
thus interpreted.

The Court, following its usual practice,
limited itself to the soecific facts of the

ln its concluding observations on the initial State party report of the
United Kingdom the Committee on the Rights of the Child suggests that
the State party undertake measures to help "change societal attitudes
towards the use of physical punishment in the family and foster the
acceptance of the legal prohibi t ion of the physical  punishment of
chi ldren".  l t  a lso recommends the adopt ion of legislat ive measures
to prohibi t  the use of corporal  punishment in pr ivately funded and
managed schools.

A Gomment on A v UniJed Kingldom

I n September 1998 the European
I  Court  of  Human Rights un-
I  animously held in  A v.  Uni ted
Kngdom that the law on the United
Kingdom, which allows parents to inflict
reasonable corporal chastisement, is in
breach of Article 3 of the Eurooean
Convention on Human Rights.r This
states that: "No one shall be subjected
to torture or to inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment". {fhe Court
found that  the law in the Uni ted
Kingdom did not provide "adequate
protection" to children. It stated:

JJ Children and other vulnerable
individuals, in particular, are entitled
to State protection, in the form of
effective deterrence, against serious
breaches ofpersonal integrity. ll

The case related to a boy who had been
repeatedly beaten, between the ages of
five and eight, by his stepfather with a
garden cane. The stepfather had been
acquitted on the ground that his assaulrc
amounted to reasonable chastisement.
The English common law allows this
defence,Z and the statute which makes
ir an offence wilfully ro assault a child is
derogated from by a sub-section which
excludes from the offence actions taken
by parents, teachers and others having
the lawful charge of a chlld by way of
punishment.r Teachers in the United
Kingdom can no longer, as of 1998, use
corporal punishment.a There have been
calls in the United Kinedom for the
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The European Commission and Court  of  Human Rights have reviewed
several  cases in which chi ldren have argued that being subjected to
corpora l  pun ishment ,  as  a  c r im ina l  pena l ty  o r  as  a  d isc ip l inary
sanct ion in schools,  const i tutes degrading treatment or punishment
under Art ic le 3 of the European Convent ion on Human Rights. See,
for example, Tyrer judgment of 25 Apri l  1,978; Campbel l  and Cosans
judgment of 25 February 7982; Warwick v.  the United Kingdom,
Commission Report  18 July 1986; Costel lo-Roberts judgment of
25 March 1993.

leather strap on the hand and the
buttocks at school.e The Commission in
A v. United Kingdom agreed with this
interpretation, but did not consider
the applicabil ity of Article B on its
merits to the facts of the case. Those
who want to see an end to all smackins
of children may find that challengei
to corporal punishment using Article
8 may prove more successfu l .  As
Gerald ine van Bueren has wr i t ten:
"The concept of privacy encompasses
the concept  of  bodi ly  in tegr i ty . " r0
There is no reason why punishment
would have to be severe ro come
within Article 8's scope. The Court
did not consider whether Articles 13
or  14 of  the Convent ion had been
vio lated.

The decision in A v. UnitedKingdom
leaves the law in an uncertain and
unsatisfactory state. \7ould the Court
have come to the same conclusion if
the cane had been used onlv once. or
if the child had been older, or it had
no t  been  used  w i th  " cons ide rab le
force", or if a slipper (as in Cosrello-
Roberts) or a strap had been used? And
what if A had been a girl? Would a
Iesser infl iction of punishment have
been held to violate Article 3? How
relevant was it that the punishment
was infl icted by a step-parent? The
European Court is reluctant to grasp
the nettle and come to the conclusion
- to which it wil l be forced inevitably
and soon - that all hitring of children
i s  i nhuman .  The  I t a l i an  Sup reme
Court in the Cambria case appreciated
this.rr Thev s-ere influenced not only
by their os'n Constitution and laws
bu i l t  upon  th i s ,  bu t  a l so  by  i n te r -
n a t i o n a l  n o r m s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e
United Nations Convention on rhe
Rights of The Child. Their decision
relied on a number of articles in the
C o n v e n t i o n ,  n o t a h l y  t h e  n o n .
discrimination principle in Article 2,
the emphasis on a child's best interests
in Articles 3 and 18, and Article 19's
prohib i t ion of  the use of  v io lence
against children. The Court's opinion
ir Cambria looks to the Preamble to
the Convention and its recognition of

children's needs to develop fully and
harmoniously and to be brought up in
the spirit of"peace, dignity, tolerance,
freedom, equality, and solidarity".

The European Court should read the
arguments of  the I ta l ian courr .  I r
should also look to the experiences of
other European countries. In eight,
the corporal punishment of children
by parents is outlawed by legislation.
As it is well-known Sweden took the
lead in 1979.12 The Swedish law is only
par t  of  a s t rategy to create a new
culture of childhood, one in which
ch i l d ren  a re  pe rsons  and  r i gh t s -
holders, but it is a hlghly signifrcant
part.13 Finland (in 1983), Norway (in
1987),  Austr ia  ( in  1989),  Cyprus ( in
1994 )  (Cyp rus  goes  fu r the r  and
outlaws violence in the presence of
children), Denmark (finally in 1997
after a half.measure in 1985), Larvia
in 1998 and Croat ia (as f rom the
beginning of 1999) have followed the
Swedish init iative (lf not necessarily
t h e  S w e d i s h  l e g i s l a t i v e  m o d e l ) .
Belgium, in the wake of its sex abuse
scandal, is about to do so,la and the
new gove rnmen t  i n  Germany  i s
committed to prohibiting all corporal
punishment. In the light of this thrust
in the direction of upholding a child's
dignity, the European Court's ruling in
A v. United Kingdom is hesitant and
timid. It must know that it will have
to follow norms being established in
so many of its constituent members.
And, as the Italian Court reasoned,
the pract ice of  h i t t ing chi ldren is
prohibited by the Convention on rhe
Rights of the Child. All members of

the Council of Europe have ratified
the Convention. The Committee on
the Rights of  the Chi ld ,  which is
charged with monitoring compliance
with the Convention, is unequivocal
on corporal punishment:

l l  The Commit tee has paid
particular attention to the child's right
to physical integrity. . .. It has stressed
that corporal punishment of children
is incompatible with the Convention
and has often proposed the revision of
existing legislation, as well as the
development  of  awareness and
education campaigns, to prevent child
abuse and the physical punishment of
children.15 l l

It has, indeed, criticised many countries,
including the United Kingdoml6 (but
also Canada,rT Poland,18 Portugal,le the
Ukraine,2o Belgium2l and Germany22)
for allowing corporal punishment against
children to continue.

There is a concern that outlawing
the physical punishment of children
will lead to greater interference with
the l ives of parents, making child-
rearing more difficult, and leading to
more prosecutions of parents and more
care proceedings and other admini-
strative interventions. But this is not
the experience of Sweden or of other
countr ies which have passed such
legislation. And, on the contrary, it is
l ikely that prohibit ing parents from
using corporal chastisement wil l lead
to fewer prosecutions because there
will be less abuse, and to fewer care
proceedings. Also that in time it wil l
have the effect of cutting down on
delinquency and reducing the amount
o f  v i o l en t  c r ime  and  domes t i c
violence. But even were it not l ikely
to have these beneficial side.effects, it
is legislation that all countries, which
call themselves civil ised, should pass.
This would obviate the need for the
European Court to pronounce on the

In its initial State party report to the Committee on the Rights of the
Child, the Swedish government stipulates that the Code of parenthooo
and Guardianship explicitly provides that: "A child is entiiled to care,
security and a good upbringing. A child shall be treated with respect for
his person and individual i ty and may not be subjected to corporal
punishment or any other offensive treatment... "
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subject againl But rhat won'r happen,
and it will have ro rule, I suspecr, quire
soon. It is to be hoped that next time it
will get the opportunity to rule on less
severe punishment than A suffered, and
that it will be able to look at parental
chas t i semen t  w i t h i n  t he  con tex t  o f
Article 8.

Michael Freeman is Professor of Law
at University College London, Faculty
o f  L a w s ,  a n d  E d i t o r - i n - C h i e f ,
I n te rna t i ona l  Jou rna l  o f  Ch i l d ren ' s
Rights.
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1 Judgment of 23 September 1998.
2 R v. Hopley (1860) 2 F and F ZO2.
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s .1 (7 ) .
4 School Standards and Framework Act

1998 s.131.
5 See Peter Newell, Children Are people

Ioo (London, 1989). There is now an
u m b r e l l a  p r e s s u r e  g r o u p  c a l l e d
"Chi ldren are Unbeatable" .

6 Both the Prime Minister and the orevi-
ous Minister in charge (paul Boateng)
nave expressed satisfaction with the
European Court 's  decis ion but  sa id
they approve of parents being able
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7  l t 9 9 4 l E H R R 1 1 2 .
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s.549(2) .
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Proposal for a Law Inserting an Article
377 bis into the Code Civit.
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UN Doc. CRC/C/34, Annex tV, p. 63
at B. Violence against children (1994).

16 See UN Doc.  CRC/C/t5/Add.34,
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17  See  UN Doc .  CRC/C / lS /Add .37 ,
paras.  14,  25 (1995).

18  See  UN Doc .  CRC/C / tS /Add .31 ,
para. 30 (1995).

19 See UN Doc.  CRC/C/1,5/Add.45,
para.  15 (1995).

20  See  UN Doc .  CRC/C / tS /Add .42 ,
para.  29 (1995).

21  See  UN Doc .  CRC/C /15 /Add .38 ,
para.  15 (1995).

22  See  UN Doc .  CRC/C / tS /Add .43 ,
para.  30 (1995).

Mini Monitor
Kosovar children sepatated
from their families
According ro reporrs from neigh-
bouring countries of Kosovo, manv
children were separared from their
farnilies when fleeing Kosovo. Save
the Children, for example, has set up
a  fam i l y  t r ac ing  cen t re  a t  S tan -
kovic in Macadonia, which works
togerher  wi th the Internat ional
Commi t t ee  o f  t he  Red  Cross .
Source: Reuters news wire 21 ADril
1999; Human RightsWatchhome page
at  ht tp: l lwww.hrw.org -  Cr is is  ln
Kosocro

Cambodia, Thailand, laos,
Ghina, Vietnam and Myanmar:
leElional proiect to combat
crossborder traff icking in
women and children
On 1 April Cambodia joined live
other  counrr ies,  Thai land,  Laos.
China,  Vietnam and Myanmar,  in
a  r e g i o n a l  p r o  j e c t  a i m e d  a t
combating cross-border traffi cking
in women and chi ldren.  The rhree-
year project starts rhis year and wil l
be funded by the United Nations.
It aims to boost dialogue on the
issue;  to  support  ant i - t raf f ick ing
community projects; and to step up

enforcement measures. Paul Mathews
of the United Nations Development
P r o g r a m m e  ( U N D P )  i s  p r o l e c r -
coordinator. According to Cambodia's
Minis ter  of  !7omen's Af fa i rs ,  Mu
Sochua ,  Cambod ia  has  become a

transit  point fcrr the traff icking of
w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  m o r e
than 300,000 worren and chi ldren
are  cur ren t ly  caught  r . rp  in  such
practices. Source: Reuters neu,s ruffe
1  Ap r i l 1999

Mine Ban Treaty enters into
force
On I  March 1999 the Mine Ban
Tieaty enrered inro force. Article
1 7 prov ides thar  the t reaty shal l
enter into force on the first day of
the sixth month after the fortierh
instrument of rati l ication has been
officially deposited. Burkina Faso
deposi red rhe forr ie th insrrumenr
o f  ra t i f i ca t i , r n  on  l 6  Sep rember
1 9 9 8 .  A s  o f  3 1  M a r c h  1 9 9 9
seventy-one countries har.e rati l ied
the Mine Ban Tieaty, an.l a total
of  one hundred and th i r r r ' - f ive
countries have signeJ .rr acceded
to the treaty. Ser.enreen of forty
signatories in Africa har.e ratif ied;
n ine teen  o f  t h i r t r ' - t h ree  i n  t he
Americas; eight of eighteen in Asia
/ Pacific; trventl.-four of thirty-nine
in Europe / Central Asia; and three
of  l ive in  N, l idd le East  /  Nor th
Africa. Source: ICBL home page at
hup : I I u' u' tt'. icbl or g

Vietnamese gill child
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Gonvention Update
Election of five new members of
the Gommittee on the Riglrts of
the Ghild
On 16 February 1999 the Seventh
Meet ing of  States par t ies to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child
took p lace at  the Uni ted Nat ions
Headquarters in New York to elect five
new members of the Committee on the
Rights of the Child. The new members
replace those members whose terms
expired on 28 February 1999. The new
members are:  Mr.  J .  Doek (The
Nether lands) ,  Mrs.  A.  Ouedraogo
(Burkina Faso), Mr.J. Karp* (lsrael), Ms.
A .  E l  Gu ind i  (Egyp t )  and  Mrs .  E .
Tigerstedt-Tahtela (Fnland). The other
five members who wil l continue ro serve
on the Committee unti l 28 February
2001 are: Mr. F, Fulci (ltaly), Ms. N.
Mboi (lndonesia), Mrs. E. Mokhuane
(SouthAfrica), Mr. G. Rabah (Lebanon)
and Mrs. M. Sardenberg (Brazil).

* re.elected

New members

Mr. J. Doek - The Netherlands:
Professor of Family and Juvenile
Law

Mrs. A. Ouedraogo - Burkina
Faso :  Teache r  o f  L i ngu i s t i cs ,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs; also
active within the United Nations
Specia l ized Agencies Serv ice,
Department of Multilateral Co-
operation, Central Directorate
for Multilateral Co-operation

Ms. J. Karp - Israel*: Deputy
Attomey General of the State of
Israel

Ms .  A .  E I  Gu ind i  -  Egyp t :
Secretary-General  of  the
National Council for Chtldhood
and Motherhood

Mrs.  E.  T igerstedt-Tahte la -
Finland: Ambassador to Zagreb
(retired 1 November 1998)

Source : U nited N ations D o cument
cRClsPl24 (1ee8)

Tenth anniversary of the
Gonvention on the Rights of the
chitd
20 November 1999 is  rhe tenrh
anniversary of the adoption of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child
by the General Assembly of the United
Nations. The annual thematic debate,
or discussion dav, of the Committee on
the Rights of  the Chi ld  has been
postponed to the year 2000, and a two-
day workshop is to be held instead during
the Committee's twenty-second session
(20 September - 8 October 1999) to
commemorate the tenth anniversary of
the Convention. The workshop is being
co-organised with the United Nations
Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights and is entit led: "The
Convent ion on the Riehts of  the
Child: a decade of achievements and
challenges". Source: Web site of the
UNHCHR (http : I I www.unhchr.ch) at
Committee on rhe Rrghrs of theChild,Notes
on sessions

[See in this Monitor lJpcomingEvents]

Trryentieth session of the
Gommittee on the Rigftts of the
Ghild (11-29 January 1999)
At its twentieth session the Committee
on the Rights of the Child considered
initial reports from Austria, Belize and
Guinea and the second periodic reporrs
of Sweden and Yemen. The Committee
decided to schedule for consideration at
its twenty-first session ( 17 May - 4 June
1999) the initial reports ofBarbados, St.
Kitts & Nevis, Benin and Chade, and
the second periodic reports of Honduras
and Nicaragua. Source: Web sirc of the
UNHCHR (http : | | www.unhchr.ch) at
Committee on the Rights of the ChilA , N otes
on sessions

Nineteenth session of the
Gommittee on the Rights of the
Child (21 September - 9 Oetober
1998)
At its nineteenth session the Committee
on the Rights of the Chlld considered
initial reports from Ecuador, Iraq, Kuwait
and Thailand and the second periodic
report of Bolivia. Bolivia inaugurated the

second round of  repor t ing on the
implementation of the Convention on
the Rights of the Child, as irs reporr was
the first periodic report considered by the
Committee. Source: United Nations
D ocument CRC/C/8O ( 1 99 B)

Discussion Day on children living
in a world with HIVIAIDS
Dur ing  i t s  n ine teen th  sess ion  (21
September - 9 October 1998), on 5
October 1998, the Committee on the
Rights of the Child held a general
discussion on children living in a world
with HIV/AIDS. Approximately 100
part ic ipants at tended the meet ing,
including four adolescents from Nepal.
Participants took part in one of three
working groups on, respectively, non-
discrimination, prevention and care, and
reports from these groups were discussed
in plenary. A set of recommendations
was formulated by the Committee on the
basis of recommendations from the
work ing groups and the general
discussion that followed. Source: United
Narions Document CRC/C/8O (1998)

Rigfts of children with
disabilities: a workngttroup in
consultation with the Gommittee
on the Rigfirtsof the Ghild
At its nineteenth session (21 September
- 9 October 1998) the Commirtee on
the Rights of the Child was informed
that the working group on children with
disabilities would soon be in a position
to start its work. The establishment of
this working group was recommended by
the Committee as an outcome of its
discussion day of 6 October 1997 on
ch i l d ren  w i th  d i sab i l i t i es .  The
Commit tee was informed that  the
working group would be chaired by Mr.
B. Lindquist, Special Rapporteur of the
United Nations Commission on Social
Development on disabilities, and that it
had received necessary funds to employ
a coordinator, Mr. D. Cowley. Members
of the working group would include
representatives from the Committee,
United Nations agencies and bodies, and
leading NGOs in the field of the rights
of persons with disabllities and children's
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rights. At its twentieth session (ll.Z9
January 1999) the Commir tee was
informed that the working group on the
rights of children with disabilities had
held lts first meeting in London on 23.
24 January 1999. At the meeting it was
agreed that the primary purpose of the
working group would be to strengthen
and support the work of the Committee
in monitoring and promoting the rights
of children with disabilities, and a plan
of action was adopted. Source: United
Nacions DocumentcRclc/8O (199il A
Web site of the UNHCHR (http:ll
www.unhchr.ch) at Committee on the
Rights of the Child., Notes on sessions

Recommendation on childlen in
armed conllict
Du r i ng  i t s  n ine teen th  sess ion  (21
September -  9 October 1998),  the
Committee on the Rights of the Child
held an informal meerins with the
Chairperson-Rapporteur oithe (inrer-
sessional open-ended) working group of
the Commission on Human Rights on a
d ra f t  op r i ona l  p ro toco l  1o  the
Convention on the Rights of the Child
on involvement of children in armed
conflicts. The Committee also adopted
a recommendation on children in armed
conflict. In this recommendation the
Committee notes that the working group
has met yearly since 1995 and that it was
unable, at its fourth session held ln
February 1998, to reach agreemenr on a

draft text which could be adooted bv
consensus. The Committee expr"sses it,
concern at the delays experienied in the
process of drafting and adopting the
optional protocol, and invites States
parties to make every effort to facilitate
its adoption before the tenrh anniversary
of the Convention on the Rishts of the
Child. The Committee alsolecalls its
major  recommendat ion on the
fundamental importance of raising the
age of all forms of recruitment of children
into the armed forces to eighteen years
and the prohibition of their involvement
in hostilities. And it expresses the hope
that States that are not yet in a position
to accept the eighteen-year age limlt will
not prevent the adoption ofthe optional
protocol by other Govemments. On 11
January 1999, during the Committee's
twentieth session ( 1 1-29 Janua ry 1999) ,
some members attended the fifth session
of  the ( in ter-sessional  open-ended)
working group of the Commission on
Human Rights on a draft optional
protocol to the Convention on the
Rights of the Child on involvement of
chi ldren in  armed conf l ic ts ,  and
submitted the text of the Committee's
recommendarion. On behalf of the
Committee, Mr. Y. Kolosov addressed
the working group and stated that the
draf t  opt ional  protocol  should be
expedi ted.  Source:  Uni ted Nar ions
DocumentcRclc/s0 (1998) EWeb site
of the UNHCHR (http : | | www.unhclv. ch)

at Committee on the Rights of the Chill",
Notes on sessions

[See in this Monitor The Coalition n
Stop the U se of Chill, Soldiers: An Update
on Actiuities by Stuart Maslen & Chlldren
are Children except when they go to Wm!
by Rachel Brettl

Question of a draft optional
protocol to the Convention on the
Rigfirts of the Ghild on sale of
children, child prostitution and
child pornogfiaphy
The report of the fourth session of the
(inter-sessional open-ended) working
group of  the Uni ted Nat ions
Commission on Human Rights on a draft
optional protocol to the Convention on
the Rights of  the Chi ld  on sale of
children, child prostitution and child
pornography is contained in United
Nations Documenr E/CN.4/199S/103.
The fifth session of the working group
was held from 25 January to 4 February
1999. Two members of the Committee
on the Rights of the Child, Mrs. J. Karp
and Mrs. E. Mokhuane, attended the
session. In rhe statement submitted by
Mrs. J. Karp the Committee's viewpoint
was confirmed that priority shouid l ie
with the strengthening of the imple-
mentation of existing standards. Source:
Web site of the UNHCHR (http:l l
www.unhchr.ch) at Committee on the
Rrghts o/ rhe Child, Nores on sessions

i Monitor
Ghildren's rights situation
in Mexico
At the twenty-first session of the
United Nations Commrtree on
the Rights of the Child (17 Mav
- 4 June 1999), the Mexican
Coalition in Support of Children
(Colectivo Mexicano de Apoyo
a la Niflez) is presenting its IV
Report on the Rights and the
Situation of Children in Mexico
1994-1997 Facts Make a Mockery
of Rights. Source: CRINMAIL
8 April1999

Japanese bill banning child
prostitution and child
pomoglaphy
A group of Japanese legislators
have put forward a bill to ban

chi ld  prosr i tu t ion and chi ld
pomography, which they will try to get
passed by Parliament before its session
ends in June. The bill prohibits sexual
relations with persons under the age of
eighteen years in exchange for money,
and bans the sale and distribution of
child pornography. The proposed law
would apply to Japanese citizens for acts
conducted abroad as well as in Japan.
The proposal calls for a revision of the
bill in three years. Source Reuters news
wire 3l March 1999

Netherlands launches missin€t
children website
In April a division of The Netherlands
National Police Agency, the Dic;isje
Centrale Recherche Informatie / National
Criminal Intelligence Division (CRI),

together with Computer Associates
In te rna t i ona l  I nc . ,  l aunched  a
mu l t i l i ngua l  web  s i t e  des igned
spec i f i ca l l y  ro  reun i re  m iss ing
children wirh their families (http://
www.m iss ingk ids .n l ) .  Compu te r
Assoc ia tes  I n te rna t i ona l  I nc .
donated software and services to
develop the Engl ish and Dutch
language web sire, which will post
information and photographs of
missing children in The Netherlands
the moment a case is opened. The
site is modelled after a similar site of
the National Centre for Missins and
Exp lo i red  Ch i l d ren  (h t t p ' / /
www.missingkids.com), a non-profrt
organisation based in the United
States. Source: Reuters news wire 26
Apr i l1999
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United Nationsand

Gommittee against Torture
During the twenrieth session of the
Committee against Torture, which was
held at the United Nations Office at
Geneva from 4 ro 22 May 1998, the
Committee decided to designate thematic
rapporteurs who, on the basis ofreports of
States parties and other information
available to them, would bring to the
attention of the Committee issues related
to women's rights, childrent rights and
discriminatory practices relevant to or
affecting the implementation of the
United Nations Convention aqainst
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Tieatment or Punishment.
Mr.  S@rensen was desienated as
rapporteur for children's rights issues.
Annual report of the Committee against
Torture, contained in General Assembly
Official Records, Fifty -third session,
Supplement N o. 44 61 53 144 ( 1998)

Special Rapporteur on the rigfirt to
education
Last year a Special Rapporteur on the
right to education, Katarina Tomasevski,
was appointed by the Commission on
Human Rights. In January she submitted
her preliminary reporr in which she
describes the approach she intends to
pursue, including the examination of
p r imary  educa t i on  t h rough  a  4 .A
analytical scheme: education has to be
available, accessible, acceptable and
adaptable. Source: Preliminary report of
the Special Rapporteur on the right to
education, Ms. Katarina Tomaseuski,
subrnitted in accordance with Commission
on Human Rights resolution 1998133,
contained in: U nited N ations D ocument E I
cN.411999149

UNICEF report "Generation in
Jeopardy"
UNICEF has released a report titled

"Generat ion in  Jeopardy" ,  which
identifies a range of social and health
problems affecting children in the former
East bloc, from inadequate standards of
education and nutrition to spreading
diseases, including AIDS. According to
Alexandre Zouev, a UNICEF official,
children and other socially vulnerable
groups are the worst hit by the vast social
upheaval throughout Central and East
Europe, the Commonwealth of Indepen-
dent States and the Baltic countri.r rin..
the collapse of the East Bloc. Source:
Reuters news wire 27 April 1999

SecretaryGeneral's Special
Representative for Ghildren and
Armed Gonf lict proposes special
aglenda for action for Kosovo
children
At the conclusion of a four-day mission
to the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia and Albania (10-13 April),
Olara Otunnu, Special Representative of
the Secretary-General for Children and
Armed Conflict, proposed the adoption
by the intemational communitv of an
Agenda for Action for the Children of
Kosovo.  He stated that  ch i ldren
constitute over sixty-five per cent of
those expelled from Kosovo. Source:
Home page o/ che UNHCHR at http:ll
www.unhchr.ch

Draft Gonvedien lgainst
Transnational Orglanised Grime
The Commission on Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice, in Vienna, is
working on the prepararion of a draft
optional protocol on the trafficking in
women and chi ldren that  would
complement the draft Convention
Against Tiansnational Organised Crime.
This new legal instrument is expected
to be ready by 2000, and will address the
need to s tandardise and promote

improved international co.operation in
the penalisation and prevention of the
sale of children and any form of sexual
explo i tat ion of  ch i ldren,  and the
protection of victims. Source: Home page
of fu U N HCHR at http : | | www. wthchr. ch

UNIGEF proglamme to fi€fit
trafficking of women and children
in Ghina
In Apr i l  UNICEF announced a
programme to fight the trafficking of
women and children in China, which
will be carried out in co-oDeration with
the Ministry of Public Security. The
programme is targered at young children
who are abducted, traffcked and sold for
commercial sex, and young women who
are abducted or trafficked as unwilling
wives,  or  taken away to brothels.
According to UNICEF Execut ive
Director, Carol Bellamy, the plan will
focus on three areas: "sensitivity training"
for police officers; re-integration of
abducted women into societv:  and
working to boost overall awarenesi of the
problem. Source: Reuters news wire 23
Apr i l1999

UNIGEF: The Progfess of Nations
1998
In UNICEF's The Progress o/ Narions
I99B at tent ion is  g iven to b i r th
registration, the "first" right. Unity Dow
states that a birth certificate is a child's
official proof of identity and existence.
Proof of birth is needed for a number of
services, and it offers a degree of legal
protect ion.  Fur thermore,  c iv i l
registration is also the basic tool by
which a government counts its citizens
and plans the schools, health centres and
other services they need. \7hile the
industrialised countries register virtually
all their children, she continues, civil
registration systems are still rudimentary
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in  many developing countr ies.  An
estimated one third of all births, about
forty mill ion babies, go unregistered
every year. Source: The Progress of
Nations I998, UNICEF

UN Special Rapporteur on the sale
of children, child prostitution and
child pornogfaphy reports on
sports exploitation
In her annual report United Nations
Special Rapporteur on the sale of children,
child prostitution and child pomography,
Ofelia Calcetas-Santos, expresses her
concem over child trafficking for use in
sports. The Special Rapporteur reports
that in the Gulf States, mainly in the
United Arab Emirates, the lives of young
boys are being put at risk for the
entertainment of spectators at camel races.
For many years the boys, sometimes as
young as four years of age, have been
trafficked from countries in South Asia to
supply the demand for camel jockeys. The
children are attached to the camels'backs
with cords, and the camels are made to
run down a track. Children fall risk of
being trampled to death by the other

camels on the track. In 1993, the Camel

Jockey Association of the United Arab
Emirates finally prohibited the use of
children as jockeys. New evidence,
however, clearly indicates that the rules
are being ignored. Information from Anti-
Slavery Intemational suggests that new
trafficking routes are opening up from
north-east and west Africa. In October
1997, police intercepted traffickers in
Mali taking young Mauritanian children
to the Guli and there have been reports
ofyoung Sudanese camel jockeys working
in Qatar. During her recent mission to
Belgium, the Special Rapporteur leamt
that children, particularly boys, are being
traffrcked for competitive sports. Mainly
from African countries, boys are being
brought to Belgium illegally to become
soccer players. They are picked up by
unofficial managers who visit countries
such as Nigeria for this purpose, brought
to Belgium and then taken from club to
club by the managers who try to find them
a place. If no place is found for them, they
often are abandoned and, having come
into the country illegally, they are placed
in a very vulnerable position. Source:

Report of the Special Rapporteur on the sale
of children, child prostitution and child
pomography, Ms. Ofelia Cabetns-Sutns,
containad in: U nited Nanons Doctnnent E I
cN.411999171

UNESCO expert meeting'Sexual
Abuse of Ghildren, Child
PornoElraphy and Paedophilia on
the Internet: An International
Ghallenge"
In January some 300 experts and
representatives of national and inter-
national organisations attended an
expert meeting organised by UNESCO
on sexual  abuse of  ch i ldren,  ch i ld
pornography and paedophilia on the
Intemet. A Declaration and Action Plan
were adopted by the experts at the close
of the meeting, under the aegis of
UNESCO. Measures in the Action Plan
include the call for UNESCO to favour
research, information exchange and co-
operation, including the establishment
of a clearing house and task force on
child pornography and paedophilia on
the Internet. Source: Home page of
UNESCO at http : | | www.unesco. or g

Mini Monitor
First convistion under 1996
Honduran Statute which
makes foreigft travel forthe
pulpose of engagFng in sex
with a minor a federal crime
On 2 March 1999 afederal court in
Honduras made its first conviction
under a 1996 Statute which makes
foreign travel for the purpose of
engaging in  sex wi th a minor  a
federal crime. After a five-week trial,
a United States citizen was found
guilty of all charges levelled against
him. The majority of the charges
related to the sexual exploitation of
Honduran boys.  Source:  Casa
AlionTa home page at http : | | www. casa-
alianTa.org - Necrs Briefs 4 March
1999

Special Rapporteurfor
Ghildren in the Americas
The Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights (ICHR) has appointed
for the frrst time a Special Rapporteur
for Children in the Americas. H6lio
Bicudo, from Brazil, will repon to the
ICHR throughout its sessions. Based
in Washington, the Inter-American

Commission on Human Rights is part of
the Organization of American States
(OAS). It is responsible for monitoring
the implementation of the 1 969 American
Convention on Human Rights. Source:
Casa Alimvahrnle page at htp : | | www. casa-
alianTa. cn g - N ews Brief s 1 4 I arunrl 1999

Ganadian ruling on child
porno$raphy
In a decision issued on 13 January, a British
Columbia Supreme Court judge ruled that
Canadians have a constitutional right to
possess child pomography if it is for private
use and not for distribution. The ruling is
not bindrng on other cases until upheld
by the Canadian Supreme Court, but it
can be considered in other legal disputes
on the issue. The judge dismissed two
counts of simple possession against a man
from Vancouver, holding that the threat
to privacy andfreedom ofexpression posed
by the broad language of the Criminal
Code ban outweighed its limited benefits
to society. British Columbia announced
on 18 January that it would appeal the
court ruling. The Brit ish Columbia
Appeals Court beganhearings on 26 April
reviewing the trial judge's decision.

Source: Reuters rlews wtre 26 ApnI 1999

Ghild domestic workers in
Gosta Rica
A study commissioned by Anti-
Slavery has been carried out by
Defence for Children Intemational
(DCI)-Costa Rica as part of a series
of studies on child domestic work. In
March,  DCI-Costa Rica held a
nat ional  seminar  to present  the
results of the study. The recom-
mendations from the seminar will be
sent to the government, and DCI-
Costa Rica will be following up with
practical action for child domestic
workers. DCI-Costa Rica found that
national laws making it illegal for
children under fifteen years of age to
work have done little to eliminate
chi ld  labour,  inc luding chi ld
domestic work. A household survev,
in 1998, revealed that 10,157 girls
between five and seventeen years old
were working as domestics. 1,042
were between five and eleven years
of age, and 1,731 were twelve-to-
fourteen year olds. Source: Anti-
Slnvery Reporter (April 1999)
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NGONews
GRIN's 10th anniversary of the
Gonvention on the Rigffis of the
Ghild calendar
Throughout 1999, the co-ordinatins
unit  of  the Chi ld Rights lnformation
Network (CRIN) wi l l  be gathering
i n fo rma t i on  abou t  ac t i v i t i es  and
p ro jec t s  t ha t  ce leb ra te  t he  ten th
anniversary of  the Uni ted Nat ions
Convent ion on the Riehts of  the
Child. This information w]ll be posted
on a special section of CRIN's website
(http://www.crin.org/ngo.nsf). It wil l
also be made available throueh the
CRINMAIL and newslet ter .  Source,
CRINMAIL 12March 1999

NGO Group for the Gonvention on
the Rigfits of the Ghitd
On 31 March the NGO Group for the
Convention on the Rights of tire Child
and the Chi ld  Rlghts Informat ion
Network (CRIN) launched a NGO
Reports Database on CRIN's web site
(ht tp: / /www.cr in.org/ngo.nsf) .  This
database holds the full text of all the
NGO reports submitted to the United
Nations Committee on the Riehts of the
Child, rhe body established to monitor
the implementation of the Convention
on the Rights of the Child by States
parties. These reports are submitted by
NGOs,  Na t i ona l  Coa l i t i ons  and
Networks as "altemative reports" to the
reports which States parties are required
to submit to the Committee. Source:
CRINMAIL 3l March 1999

Ghildren's House in Gyberspace
Children's House in Cyberspace can be
found  a t  h t t p : / / ch i l dhouse .u io .no .
Ch i l d ren ' s  House  i s  a  co -ope ra r i ve
init iative by AIFS, CIDEF, Ctildren's
R igh ts  Cen r re ,  Ch i l dwa tch ,  Con .
sultative Group, CRIN, Family Life
Developmenr Cenrre,  I IN,  NOSEB,
Radda  Ba rnen ,  ISCA,  UNICEF.
UNESCO, !7orld Bank and WHO. It
has ten floors: Early Childhood, NGO's,
Child Health, Children's Rights, Child
Research,  Learning,  Conferences,
Tiaining, Information Resources, and
News. The Child Rights Floor offers a
series of links to web sites containins

substantive information on children's
r ights issues.  In  col laborat ion wirh
Defence for Chlldren International, this
floor also provides an electronic version
of the DCI kit on international standards
concerning the rights of the child. The
NGO Floor conrains relevant infor-
mation and a link to children@risk, an
internat ional  in i t ia t ive to f ieht
chi ld  pornography on the Internet .
Children@risk was presented by Redd
Barna (Save the Children Norway), in
co -ope ra t i on  w i th  t he  No rwes ian
C o m m i s s i o n e r  ( O m b u d s m a n )  f o r
Children, at rhe first \forld Consress
A g a i n s t  C o m m e r c i a l  S e x u a l  E x -
p lo i ta t ion of  Chi ldren (Stockholm,
August 1996) to flght child porno-
graphy on the Interner.

rRc/rss
The  In te rna t i ona l  Soc ia l  Se rv i ce
(lSS) has established an International
Resource Centre on the Protection of
C h i l d r e n  i n  A d o p t i o n  ( l R C ) .  A
section of the ISS web site is devoted
to the IRC (ht tp: / /ch i ldhub.ch/ iss) .
The information provided is grouped
under six headings: About the IRC;
International Conventions; The rights
of  the chi ld  and adopt ion;  Bank of
b i b l i o g r a p h i c  d a t a l  I n r e r e s r i n s
documents; and Useful addresses anJ
Iinks. The site is currently in English
but, if means allow, it wil l also become
ava i l ab le  i n  Span i sh  and  F rench .
Source: IRC/ISS Newsletter No. j2
Nouember 1998

Ghildren and Armed Gonflict Unit
The Children and Armed Conflict Unit
is a joint project of the Children's Legal
Centre and rhe Human Riehts Cenire
of  the Univers i ty  of  Essei ,  which is
Iocated in Colchester, Essex, United
Kingdom. The Unit's web site (http://
wwwZ.essex.ac.uk/c&acu) gives infor-
mation by issue/theme and by country/
conflict. It now has over 50 country
specific links pages.

AFCW
The formation of an African Forum for
Child Welfare was realised durins the

lTor ldForum '98 held in  Mani la ,
Philippines. The Intemational Forum for
Child lfelfare already has Asia-pacific
and European Forums. The Secretariat
of the AFC!7 will be based in Nairobi,
Kenya. Source: EwochildN o. I 2 J onnr^,t -
February 1999

EURONET
On27 -Z8January EURONET launched
a report to the European Parliament
which contained recommendations for
the main elements of a European Union
children's policy. Sourc e: Ewochild N o.
1 2 J cmtnny -F ebrurny 1999

Global March Aglainst Ghild tabour
On 1 May The Global March Asainst
Child Labour released the first isiue of
its new child labour news service. This
first issue can be requested from the
Chl ld Rights Informat ion Network
(CRIN) at e-mail address: crin@oro.
net.co.uk. Source: CRINMAIL 6 Ma.t
1999

DG|€ierra Leone report
In April 1999 a report by Matthais A.
Seisay was released by Defence for
Children International (DCI) - Sierra
Leone entit led: The Dilemma of the
Sierra Leonean Child. What Hooe for the
Future? According to Seisay, reports
from the Ministry of Education, the
Ministry for Gender and Children's
Affairs, the National Commission for
Democracy  and  Human  R ieh ts
(NCDHR) and the Nat ional  Com.
mission for Reconstrucrion, Rehabil i-
tation & Resettlement suggest that:
over 900,000 children (under 19/8)
a r e  d i s p l a c e d  a n d  t r a u m a t i s e d ;
approximately 10,000 are unaccom-
panied and visible in the urban cenrres
(Freetown, Bo, Kenema and Makeni);
app rox ima te l y  70 ,000  e lemen ta rv
s c h o o l  a g e  c h i l d r e n  ( 6 - 1 4 )  h a v e
missed 5-B years of school (660/o arc
ten and below); about 6,000 live and
work in the streets as beggars, carrrers,
t ou t s ,  p ros t i t u tes ,  d rug  pushe rs '
a p p r e n t i c e s ,  p e t t y  t h i e v e s ,  e t c . ;
upward of 3,000 are sti l l  servins as
child combatants.
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The lrrternational
Netwotkon
luvenile tustice
Networking to lmplement
lnternational Standards

by KirstenDiMartino

len years after its adoption by the
I  Un i t ed  Na t i ons  Genera l

Assembly, in 1989, the Convention
on the Rights of the Child continues
to be hai led as a landmark in
international efforts to strengthen
the promotion and protection of
children's rights. Its entry into force
on 2 September 1990, seven months
after its opening for signature, and its
almost universal ratification make it
unique.  A constant  source of
inspiration, the Convention has led
to reforms in many countries, and
new legis lat ion,  nat ional  and
international plans, special policies
and strategies are constantly being
introduced. Despite these efforts, the
situation of children who come into
conflict with the law and who are
deprived of their liberty around the
world is alarming. Many countries,
faced by a real or perceived rise in
the  i nc idence  and  i nc reas ing
seriousness of juvenile offences, are
adopting more stringent measures.
Liberal, child-orientated reforms are
being superseded by the old punitive
ideology of "law and order", driven
by politicians under pressure from the
general public and sectors of the
med ia .  New measu res  i nc lude
lower ing the age of  cr iminal
responsibility to lower the limits for
the penal ty  of  impr isonment ;
p leading for  the prosecut ion of
minors who commit serious crimes as
if they were adults; creating special
pr isons for  the very young;
implementing legislation providing
for the "three strikes and you are out"
approach to sentencing; and even
advocating the extension of the
death penal ty  for  younger and
younger children. This is in clear
contradiction with the guiding spirit
of the Convention, the best interests
of the child.

Closing the gap between standards and
practice is the challenge for the next
decade. Although primary responsibility
for implementing international stan-
dards remains with national govern-
ments, it is clear that many countries
have virtually no chance of complying
with its provisions unless provided with
appropriate technical and economic
assistance. The intemational community
can make a vital contribution where
obstac les pers is t .  Uni ted Nat ions
agencies,  non-governmental  organi-
sations (NGOs), academic institutions
and individual experts are already active,
and encouraging signals are becoming
visible. A number of countries have
sought assistance from the international
communitv.

The  expe r i ence  o f  t he  Un i ted
Nations Committee on the Rights of
the Child over the last decade shows
that juvenile justice is ofgreat concern
in a l l  regions of  the wor ld and in
relation to all legal systems. Of the
almost 100 States considered by the
Committee to date, half have been
recommended to seek international
technical assistance/advisory services
in  rh i s  f i e l d . r  Poo r  economic  con -
di t ions,  lack of  appropr iate in f ra-
structures, lack of access to relevant
information, lack of clarity as to the
real meaning and implications of many
o f  t he  p r i nc ip les  and  p rov i s i ons
enshrined in international standards
and, more fundamental, lack of a real
commitment to the cause of children
in especially difficult circumstances/at
risk appear to be the main obstacles
hindering greater compliance.

Yet, international assistance remains
"sporadic and marginal" .2 The
Committee on the Rights of the Child
as well as the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights have
repeatedly s t ressed the need for
enhanced international co-operation
and co-ord inat ion to implement
international standards, as expressly
recommended in Articles 4 and 45 of the
Convent ion.  The importance of
involving NGOs and civil society and,
in particular, children and young people
in this process has also been stressed on
numerous occasions. Equally, linking
internat ional  ef for ts  wi th work
undertaken at the national level is key
to bringing about concrete and long
lasting changes.

To enhance this participation and
meet these recommendations and
concerns, Defence for Children
Internat ional  launched the
International Network on Juvenile
Justice (INJJ) inJanuary 1997. In the
same year,  the Uni ted Nat ions
Guidelines for Action on Children
in the Criminal Justice System were
adopted.t The Guidelines recognise
that "juvenile justice should be given
due at tent ion in ternat ional lv .
regionally and nationally" and that
co-operation should therefore be
strengthened by making use of
existing international networks on
juvenile justice. The Neuork brings
together  some 150 non-govern-
mental  organisat ions,  academic
institutions and individual experts
active in the field of juvenile justice
from all over the world.

The objective of the Network is to
facil i tate the implementation of
intemational standards on the rights
of the child and juvenile justice,
through monitoring and promotion.
Monitoring involves the systematic
and object ive evaluat ion of  the
degree of  compl iance wi th the
relevant standards. The Network
supports the NGO Group for the
Convention on the Rights of the
Chi ld by moni tor ing nat ional
juvenile justice systems, the imple-
mentation of the UN Convention on
the Rights of the Child and other
re levant  t reat ies in  the f ie ld of
j uven i l e  j us t i ce .  B r i e f i ngs  a re
organised in Geneva for national
NGOs and the official delegations
from the States parties under review
at every session and pre-sessional
meeting of the Committee on the
Rights of the Child.

Promot ion inc ludes research,
d isseminat ion of  in format ion,
advocacy, networking, training on the
effective use and application of
existing standards and norms as well
as the implementation of technical
assis tance and advisory serv ices
projects. To achieve these aims, the
Network has developed a systematic
database of all relevant documentation
and information inthis area, including
information on all partners of the
Network, their expertise, activities,
the type ofassistance they can provide
and how they can be reached.
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The Network a lso orovides
techn i ca l  suppo r r  i o  t he
development of social and legal
defence/centres for childr.n rr *.11
as the co-ordination and imple-
mentat ion of  nat ional  t ra in ing
programmes for  professionals
working with children in conflict
with the law. The Network is part of
the United Nations Co-ordination
Panel on Technical Advice and
Ass i s tance  i n  Juven i l e  Jus t i ce ,
established in 1997,a togerher wirh
the Committee on rhe Rights of the
Child, UNICEF, the Office of the
High Commissioner for Human
Rights, the Centre for Intemational
Crime Prevention and UNDP. This
Panel serves as a conductor for "best
practices" in the field of juvenile
justice, representing an important
working partnership in an area that
badly needs pracrical co-ordination
in order  to promote the
implementation of UN standards in
luvenile justice. The Panel facilitates
the ident i f icar ion of  common

problems, the compilation of examples
of good practices and the analysis of
shared experiences and needs, which in
tum should lead to a more stratesic and
concerted approach to advisory slervices
and technical assistance in juvenile
justice.

Following an initial strategic meeting
in November 1997, the Co-ordination
Panel met for the first time in Iune 1998.
The Unired Nat ions Hish Commis-
sioner for Human Rights, who opened
the meeting, emphasised the vital role
of NGO participation, through the
Internat ional  Network on Tuveni le
Justice, in its work.

To facil i tate and strensthen even
fu r the r  rh i s  co -o rd in i ' t i on ,  t he
Internat ional  Network on Juveni le
Just ice launched a new per iodical  in
1998, J uuenile J ustice V/orldwjde. Created
to promote and extend the work of the
Network, this publication welcomes
short articles about projects, voices from
the field, examples of good pracrice and
violations of the rights of the child and
juveniles. Juuenile Justice Worldwide

comes at a time when many countries
are turn ing the c lock back.
Hopefu l ly ,  i t  wi l l  chanse the
direction.

Kirsten Di Martino is Co-ordinator
of the International Network on
Juveni le  Just ice.

1 As of the 20th session of the
Committee on the Rights of the
Child (January 19991.

2 Report of the Secretary-General:
Chi ldren and juveni les in
detention, contained in: United
Na t i ons  Documen t  E /CN.4 /
1e98l35 (1998).

3 Developed at an expert meeting
at Vienna in February 1997 on the
elaboration of a programme of
action to promote the effective
u s e  a n d  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f
international standards and norms
in juvenile justice.

4 ECOSOC resolution L997 /3O ot
2I )ulv 1997.

Mini Monitor
USA executes child offender
Sean Sellers was execured by lethal
in ject ion in  Oklahoma State
Penitentiary on 4 February for crimes
committed when he was sixteen years
old. The Organization of American
States (OAS), the United Nations
High Commissioner  for  Human
Rights,  Defence for  Chi ldren
International (DCI), the American
Bar Associat ion and Amnesty
Inremational were among those who
appealed for the execution to be
stopped. A total often child offen-
ders have been executed in  the
United Srates since 1990. Accordine
to Amnesty Intemational, this is one
more than in the rest of the world
combined during that period. Source:
Amnesty Intemntional N ews Release -
Al\4R 51122199 (4 Februnrt 1999)

InterAmerican Commission on
Human Rigftts Report on
imprisonment of minors with
adults in Honduras
In a reporr published on 19 March
the Inter-American Commission on

Human Rights assesses the phenomenon
of the imprisonment of minors in adult
prisons in Honduras over, at least, a two-
year period from the beginning of 1995
un t i l  t he  end  o f  1996 ,  and  g i ves
recommendations with which Honduras
must  comply.  In  the reporr  the
Commission states that  Honduras
"has failed to cany out its obligation to
respect and guarantee the rights to
personal integrity (Article 5); personal
liberty (Article 7); judicial guarantees
(Article B); and judicial protection (Art,
icle 25); established in the (American
Convention on Human Rights), in
offence of those minors detained in prison
centres for  adul ts" .  The Commis-
sion recommends that all ludges of minors
who become aware of  the deten-
tion of a minor in an adult jail should take
the legal actions necessary; that the public
functionaries responsible for the practise
of imprisoning minors with adults should
be investigated and sanctioned; that
those who sanctioned or tolerated the
practise of physical aggression against
minors while they were in prison should
be investigated; and that compensation

should be paid to the minors who
were held with adults. Source: Casa
Alianza home page at http : | | www. casa..
alianTa.org - Necrs Briefs 19 March
1999

USA Labour Department report
on child labour
A Labour Department report on
child laboua By the Sweat ondToil of
Chi ldren,  was re leased in U.S.
Congress in March. The report
covers Bangladesh, Brazil, Egypt,
Guatemala, India, Kenya, Mexico,
Nepal, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Peru, the
Philippines, South Africa, Thnzania,
Thai land and Turkev.  Source:
Reuters newswire 25 March 1999

USA bill on intercountry
adoption
On 22 March a bill was introduced
to the U.S. Senate implementing the
I993 Hague Convenr ion on
Protection of Children and Co-
operation in Respect of Intercountry
Adoption. Source: IRC/ISS Necrs
BulletinNo. 15 (March 1999)
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Publications
Ghild Sexual Abuse: What Gan
Governments Do?
A Compara t ive  Inves t iga t ion  in to
Pol icy Instruments Used in Belgium,
Br i ta in ,  Germany,  the  Nether lands
and Norway

ij;;j 
by R. Wazir and N. van ouden-

The core of this book is fon-necl by an

investigation of pol icies of governtnents

ancl their r-rse of policy instnrtlents in the

area of chi l .1 sexual :rbuse by family

rnembers or fr ientls ir-r hve 
'Western

European countr ies, Belgir-rm, Bri tain,

Gerrnany, the Netherlancls anci Norway.

A description is given of the prevailing

s i tua t ion  anc l  reco tn tnendat ions  fo r

irnprovernent are made. The ecl i tors
p lace  these observa t io t - ts  in  a  w ic le r
perspective ancl fcrrrnr-rlate pointers for

policy rnakers that are applicable to the
wh,rle \Uest-Errr( )pealt region.

ISBN 90-411-1034-8. i42 pages. Ni jhoff
Law Specials, Vol. 37, 1998. Publlshed
by Kluwer Law International, P.O. Box
85889,  2508 CN The Hagr . re ,  The
Netherlands. E-rnail: sales@kli.wkap.nl

I

Child SexualAbuse:
What Can Governments Do?
A C0mparativs Invedigatkln int0 Po{cy lnstments
used nr Bel$um, Britain, Sermany, tie Nethslands ard
NoNay

ldited by
Rekha Wazk & Nico van Oudenhoven
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Are Ghildren Protected Aglainst
Violence in Europe?
The Er-rropean Forum for Chilcl \7elfare,
wi th  the  s l lppor t  o f  the  Er . t r t tpean

C o m m i s s i o n ,  h a s  p u b l i s h e d  a

cornparative study on the laws, pol icies

ar-id practices in the 15 Mernber States

o f  the  European Un ion  to  p ro tec t

chilclren against violence. The objective

of the study is to iclentify the gaps in the
provision of the protection of chilclren

ancl to highiight positive initiatives and

exarnples of goocl practice.

119 pages. 1998. Avai lable in English,

Span ish ,  French and German f rom:

EFCIY, 53 Rr.re de la Concorde, B-1050
Brussels.  Tel:  (32) 2-5l l -7083. Fax: (32)
Z -5 | 1 -7 298. E-mail: efcw@clproducts.be

CIIROM on Child Abuseand
NeEllect
A new eclition of "Child Abr.rse and
Neglect CD-ROM" is available, free of
cha rge ,  t o  qua l i f y i ng  o rgan i sa t i t r ns
wor lc lwide,  inc luding l ibrar ies,
universities, social service agencies, health
care providers, researchers, policyrnakers
ancl professional associations, all those
with an interest in child maltreatment
issues. Coverage includes: Chilcl Abuse
ancl  Neglect  Documents Database,
National Organisations Database, 1998
Child Abuse and Neglect State Statutes
Series, User Manual Series and Child
Maltreatrnent lssues Research Review
Series.

National Clearinghouse on Child Abuse
and Neglect Information, Attn: CD-
ROM, 330 C. Street SW, \Tashington,
D.C.  20447,  USA. Tel :  (1)  800-FYI-
3 3 6 6  o r  (  1 )  7 0 3 - 3 8 5  - 7 5 6 5 .  E - m a i l :
nccanch@calib.corn

United National Mechanisms for
Use by National NGOs in the
Gombat aglainst Sexual
Exploitation of Ghildren
Preoared bv NGO Focal Point on Sexual

r  ^ 1  , |  |
txDloltatton oI \-nl lLlren

This publication is written for national

grrrup5 ;111.1 tirr NGC)s that are active in

thc trelJ ,rt  chi l t l ren r ights. I t  aims at
pr()mr)ti11g thc acknou,leclgernent of the

n)cch,lni:ms .tnt l  tott ls of the United

Nirt iorr: ,  erplainir-rg t l-re n'ay to use thetn
i r - r  t h c  c t r t n l . i t t : t g e i t t s t  t h e  s e x u a l

exploit i r t  iot-t ,r t  cl-r i lJrcr..

NGO Group tbr the C()lrverl t ion on the

Righ ts  o f  the  Ch i l . l ,  F ' )c . r l  Po in t  on

Sexr,ral Exploitat ion of ChilJren, c/tr

Defence fo r  Ch i ld ren  In te rna t iona l
(DCi ) ,  P .O.  Box  88 ,  1211 Gene i 'a  20 ,

Switzerlancl. Tel. : (4 I ) 22 -7 4A'47 11. Fax:

Ql) ZZ-7 40-1 145. E-rnai l :  focalpoint-

sexex@pingnet.ch

lmpact of the Gonvention on the
Rights of the Ghild in Yemen
By T. Nelke et al.

The Yernen Str-rc1y is a Riicl.la Barnen
project, which str-rdiecl tl-ie experience of

Y e r n e n i  g o v e r n m e n t i r l  a n d  n o n -

governmental inst i tr , t t iot-ts, as rvel l  as

in te rna t iona l  o rg t tu is i r t i t t t - t s ,  in

irnplerner-rting tl-re C.,r-rvention on the

Rights of the Chil . l  i r-r  Yernen. The

resr-r l t ing report l ,r . . ,ks at the progress

maLle 5() f ,rr , l | r . l  cr r l ' lccl l trates t ln issues

of institutic'rr-ral capacity rather than the

implemer-rtati,l-r,rf specific articies of the

Conveutiot ' t .

70 p,rU.r. Fr,r l t l rrrc inf.rrtnati .rn contact:

Lisa W,rl l ,  Str-r. ly '  Director. Tel. :  (  1) 202'

462-0Cltr.  E-mail :  lwol l@erols.com. Eva

Gei. ler-rmiirk, Radda Barnen. E-rnai l :

e v ir. ge i.1e ntlark@rb. se

An Introduction to the Gonvention
on the Ri$hts of the Child
Bv C. Lr-rndy

This book provides a basic explanation
oi the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of  the Chi ld :  i ts  or ig ins,
context, content and application.

128 pages. Available from: Full Circle
Press,  R.R.+4,  St .  Thomas,  Ontar io,
CanadaN5P 3S8.  Fax:  (519)  775-0099.
E-mail: ecurtis@netcom.ca
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Ghild Riglrts in Latin America
F rom " l r r egu la r  S i t ua t i on "  t o  Fu l l
Protection
By Emilio Garcia M6ndez

This s tudy conta ins essays on the
challenges faced by countries in Latin
America which have begun a process of
Iegislative reform in the implemenration
of the Convenrion on the Riehts of the
Chrld.

ISBN 38-85401-39-2. 32 pages. 1998.
Innocenti Essay, no. 8. Published bv
UNICEF Intemational Child Develoo-
ment Centre, Piazza SS. Annunziata 1),
50122 Florence, Italy

lmplementation Handbook for the
Gonvention on the Rigftts of the
chitd
Prepared for UNICEF by R. Hodgkin
and P. Newell

The Implementation Handbook is a
practical tool for all those involved in
implement ing the pr inc ip les and
provisions of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child and realisins the
human righrs of children. Under each
article of the Convention, theHandbook
records and analyses the interpretarion
by the Committee on the Rishts of the
Chi ld,  the Uni ted Nat ioni  body of
independenr experts  establ ished to
monitor progress by States parties. The
Handbook adds analysis of relevant
provis ions in  other  in ternat ional
inst ruments,  comments f rom other
Uni ted Nat ions bodies and s lobal

conferences,  as wel l  as i l lust rat ive
examples of  implementar ion f rom
countr ies around the wor ld.  I t
emphasises the Convention's holistic
approach to children's rights: that they
are indivisible and interrelated, and that
equal importance should be attached to
each and every right recognised therein.

ISBN 92.806 -3337 -6. 68l pages. 1998

Ihe State of the Wortd's Ghildren
1999 Education
According to Carol Bellamy, Executive
Director of UNICEE the consequences
of illiteracy are profound, even iossibly
life-threatening. They flow from the
denial of a fundamental human righr the
r ight  to  educat ion.  In  th is  UNICEp
report, highlights are given of individual
schools and ofentire national education
systems rhat  are put t ing the new
standards of the "education revolution"
into practice.

ISBN 92-806 -33899. 132 pages

A School for Ghitdren with Rigfirts
By Thomas Hammarberg

This lecture study analyses, in rhe light
of the Convention on the Riehts of the
Child, eight areas for progr.rriu. reform:
universal access, equal opportunities, the
appropr iate content  of  educat ion,
cultural roots and global values, new
methods of learning, mutual respect,
pupil participation, and the role of
teachers, parents and the community.

ISBN 88-85401-36-8.  32 pages.  1998.
Innocent i  Lecture 2.  Publ ished bv
UNICEF Intemational Child Develop-
ment Centre, Piazza SS. Annunziata 12.
50122 Florence, Italy

Intercountry Adoption
Innocenti Digest, no.4

Each Innocenti Digest is compiled to
provide reliable and easily accessed
information on a critical children's rishts
concern. They are designed rr 

" 
*orking

tool for executive decision-makers,
programme managers and other
practit ioners in child-related fields.
Innocenti Digest No. 4 on intercountry
adoption deals with matters such as the
international normative framework;
abuses of intercountry adoption; high-
risk situations; and good practice.

ISSN 1028-3528. 24 pages. December

1998 .  Pub l i shed  bv  UNICEF
Internar ional  Chi ld  Development
Centre, Piazza SS. Annunziata 12,50122
Florence, Italy

childRlGHT: A Journal of law and
Policy Affecting Ghitdren
The January/February 1999 issue of this
journal includes items on the Centre for
Child Law in South Africa, young
people's own experiences ofpoverty and
social exclusion, and UNICEF's 1999
reporr on The State of the World's
Children. There is also coverase of the
following news irems: new guidilines on
child prostitution, government acts on
teenage smoking, dealing with released
sex offenders, and the effects of cheap
holidays on children.

Available from: The Children's Lesal
Centre, University of Essex, Wivenhoe
Park, Colchester, Essex CO4 3SQ,
Uni ted Kingdom. Tel  (44)  1206-
87 2466. Fax: 01206-87 4026. E-mail:
armedcon@essex.ac.uk.  \7eb s i te :
h t t p : / / w w w 2 . e s s e x  . a c . u k l  c l c  |  |
publications.html

The Human Riglrts of Stleet and
WorkingGhildren
A Practical Manual for Advocates
By I. Byrne and the Consortium for
Street Children U.K.

This guide for experienced advocates and
non-specia l is ts  expla ins how to use
regional and intemational treaties and
mechanisms for the protecrion and
defence of street and workins children
when national law fails.

Available from: Intermediate Tech-
nology Publ icat ions,  103-105 Sou-
thampton Row, BG-London \7C1B
4HH, United Kingdom. Tel (44) l7t-
436-9761. Fax: (44) 17l-436.2013. E-
mail: orders@itpubs.org.uk

Papers on Ghildren and HtVlAtDS
The SCF (UK) Office for South and
Central Asia Region (OSCAR) has
published two papers on Children and
HIV/AIDS: "HIV/AIDS and Children:
A South Asian Perspective" by Sadia
Ahmed, 39 pages, March 1998; and
"HIV/AIDS Prevention Strategies for
School Age Children in Soutf, Asia:
Examples and Possibiliries" by Raieev
Tewari, 44 pages, December 1998. 

"

Available from: Samina Khwakhali,
OSCAR. E-mail: samina@scfoscar.org.np
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Ghildren Living with HlvlAIDs
Guidelines for Children's Participation
in HIV/AIDS Programmes
By Children and AIDS International
NGONetwork (CAINN)

This guide includes an explanation of
why children should participate, how to
listen to children, and how to support
and prepare them, and protect their
confidentiality.

The guide can be found on web site
http ://www.pedhivaids. org/education/
children_living.html

Abandoned to the State: Gruelty
and NeEllect in Russian
Orphanages
This Human Rights Watch repor t ,
published in December 1998, describes
the state of care of children in Russian
orphanages and child institutions, which
currenrly hold 200,000 children.

ISBN 1-56432191-6. Available from:
Human Rights Watch, 350 Fifth Avenue,
34th Floor, New York, NY 10118-3299.
Tel.: (1) 212-290-4700. Fax: (1) 212-736-
1300. E-mail: hrwnyc@hrw.org

Towards an EU Human Riglrts
Aglenda
Prepared by the Intemational Save the
Children Alliance Europe Group

This publication seeks to focus attention
on the need for the institutions of the
European Union to play their part in
upholding respect for children's rights.
Three viewpoints are studied: children's
rights in the European context; in EU
extemal relations; and between Member
States.

68 pages. Available from: Riidda Bamen,
Swedish Save the Children, SE-107 BB
Stockholm, Sweden. Tel.: (46) 8-698-
9000. Fax: (46) 8-698-9014. E-mail:
rbpublishing@rb.se. \7eb site: http:l I
www.childrightsbookshop. org

What Works for Wod<ing Ghildren
By J. Boyden, B. Ling and W. Myers

This book examines the subject of child
work from a broad perspective that
inc ludes not  only  work which is
detrimental to children, but also that
which is  essent ia l ly  harmless or
beneficial. It is concerned with how to
perceive the effects of work on children's
well-being and development, as well as

how to intervene in children's work
when necessary to defend their best
lnteres$.

300 pages. Published with UNICEF by:
Radda Barnen, Swedish Save the
Children, SE.107 88 Stocld:rolm, Sweden.
Tel.: (46) 8-698-9000. Fax: (46) 8-698-
9014. E-mail: rbpublishing@rb.se. $Ueb
site: http://www.childrightsbookshop.org

Old Enougft to Work, Old Enougfir
to Have a Say
Different Approaches to Supporting
Working Chi ldren
By D. Tolfree

This case study describes and analyses
five Radda Bamen's programmes for -
and of - working children in, respec-
tively, Bangladesh, El Salvador, Ethiopia,
Peru and Senegal.

200 pages. Published by: Radda Barnen,
Swedish Save the Children, SE.107 88
Stockholm, Sweden. Tel.: (46) 8-698-
9000. Fax: (46) 8-698-9014. E.mail:
rbpublishing@rb.se. \7eb site: http://
www.childrightsbookshop. org

Ghildren of Wal
A Newsletter on Child Soldiers

Riidda Barnen's newsletter is oublished
four times a year with the purpose of
campaigning against the use of child
soldiers by spreading information and
creating increased understanding of the
subject.

ISSN 1400'9277.  Order  by e-mai l :
henrik.haggstrom@rb.se

In the Firing Line
In this Amnesty International report
child soldiers tell their stores of war.

ISBN 1-873328-346. 120 pages. 1999.
Pubhshed by Amnesty Intemational, 1
Easton Street ,  London !7C1 BOJ,
United Kingdom. Tel: (44) l714135500

After the Guns Fall Silent:
The Enduring Legacy of Landmines
By S. Roberts and J. Williams

This book, published by the Vietnam
Veterans of America, is intended as a
contribution to the debate on, and
understanding of, the effects from
landmines on communities worldwide
and the implications for international
peace and development .  I t  is  a

comprehensive study on the direct and
indirect effects of landmrnes.

554 pages. Published by: Radda Bamen,
Swedish Save the Children, SE-107 BB
Stockholm, Sweden. Tel.: (46) 8-698-
9000. Fax: (46) 8-698-9014. E-mail:
rbpublishing@rb.se

Stop Usin$ Ghild Soldiers
Coal i t ion to Stoo the Use of  Chi ld
Soldiers and the International Save
the Chi ldren Al l iance

The a im of  th is  booklet  is  to  ra ise
awareness regarding the issue of child
soldiers. It gives an overview ofthe issue,
describes the phenomenon and the
relationship to the child labour issue. It
is a useful source of information for those
who want to acquaint themselves with
this topic and is aimed primarily at
govemment policy makers, intemational
NGOs and the general public.

Published by: Radda Barnen, Swedish
Save  the  Ch i l d ren ,  SE-107  BB
Stockholm, Sweden. Tel.: (46) 8-698-
9000. Fax: (46) 8-698-9014. E-mail:
rbpublishing@rb.se

Mini Monitor
Aunstraum Villaglran and
others (case numbel 11,
383)
In the last  week of  Ianuarv
Aunstraum Villagran and otherls
was brought before the Inter-
Amer ican Court  of  Human
Rights, in Costa Rica. The case
involves the alleged torture and
murder of five street children and
youths by law enforcement
authorities in Guatemala City in
1990 .  Sou rce :  Casa  A l i anza
owner-rapid-response 25 J onuary
1999

Geasefire in Sierra lcone
Ahmad Tejan Kabbah, president
of Sierra Leone, and the rebel
leader Foday Sankoh announced
a cease-fire on Tuesday, 18 May,
after talks in Lome. [See in this
Monitor The Children's Rights
Crisis in Sierra Leone bv Philio
Veerman.l
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UpcomingEvents
Ghildren's Rigflrts: National and
International Perspectives
July 7 -9, 1999, Dunedin, New Zealand

This international conference is beins
organised by the Children's Issue Centri
a t  t he  Un i ve rs i t y  o f  O tago .  The
conference will feature an array of New
Zealand and overseas speakers.

Fo r  f u r t he r  i n fo rma t i on  con tac t :
Children's Issue Centre, Professor Anne
B. Smith, University of Otago, Box 56,
Dunedin, NewZealand. Tel.: (64) 3-479-
5087.  Fax:  (64)  3-479-5039.  E-mai l :
anneb.smith@stonebow.otago.ac.nz or
kate. marshall@stonebow.otugo."...r,

IFGW WorldForum Gonference
"Empowering Ghildren" and IFGW
General Assembly
August  30 -  September 4,  1999,
He ls ink i ,  F in land

This conference marks the tenth
anniversary of  the Uni ted Nat ions
Convention on rhe Rights of the Child
as well as the tenth anniversary vear of
the Internat ional  Forum for  Chi ld
Welfare (IFCW). The theme of the
conference is empowering children and
it is meant for people working in the field
of child welfare, including child-care,
policy and research. Child welfare and
childrent rights issues will be discussed.
Barriers, possibilities and mechanisms of
empowerment will be identified from the
child's point of view as well as from an
economic point of view.

For further information contact: Cons-
Creator Ltd., P.O. Box 762, FIN-00101
Helsinki, Finland. Fax: (358) 9.4542-
1930. E'mail: secrerariar@conscreator.
com. !7eb sire: hftp://ww*..o.rg.r."tor.
com/ifcw99

The Gonvention on the Rigffis of
the Ghild: A Decade of
Achievements and Ghallenges
September 30 and October 1, 1999,
Geneva, Switzerland

T h e  a n n u a l  t h e m a t i c  d e b a t e ,  o r

discussion d"y, of the Commitree on
the Rights of  the Chi ld  has been
postponed to the year 2000. Instead,
a  two -day  workshop  w i l l  be  he ld
du r i ng  the  Commi r tee ' s  twen ty -
second session (20 September -  8
October 1999) to commemorate the
tenth anniversary of the adoption of
the Convenrion on the Riehts of the
Chi ld on 20 November tqgg by the
G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d
Nations. The workshop is being co-
organised with the United Nations
Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights. The main objective of
the meeting wil l be to highlight major
achievements and constraints in the
implementation of the Convention on
the Rights of the Child, and to identify
measures needed to improve imple-
mentation in the future.

For further information contact: Paulo
David, Secretary Committee on the
Rights of the Child, United Nations
Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights, Palais des Nations, 1211
Gendve 10, Swiuerland. Tel.: (41) 22.-
917 -93-01.  Fax:  (41)  22-917 -90-ZZ.  E-
mail: pdavid.hchr@unog.ch. Mrs. Laura
Theytaz-Bergmann, NGO Group for the
Convenrion on the Rights of the Child,
c/o Defence for Children Intemational
(DCI), P.O. Box 88, CH 1211 Geneva
20, Switzerland. Tel.: (41) 22-734-0558.
Fax :  (41 )  ZZ -740 -1145 .  E -ma i l :  dc i -
ngo.group@pingnet.ch

2oth Anniversary DGI
October 1, 1999, Geneva, Switzerland

Defence for Children International
(DCI) is organising a social event ro
mark its twentieth anniversary. It will
take place at the Palais des Nations after
the closing of the two-day workshop
which will be held during the twenty-
second session of the Committee on the
Rights of the Child to commemorate the
tenth anniversary of the Convention on
the Rights of the Child (see above).

For more information contacti Maurice
Graber, Secretary General, Defence for

Children Intemational (DCI), P.O. Box
88, CH-1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland.
Tel.: (41) 22-734-0558. Fax: (41) 22-
7 40-1145. E.mail: dci.hq@pingnet.ch

7th Australasian Gonfelence on
Ghild Abuse and Negtect Moving
Forward Together
October L7 -2O, 1999, perth, Western
Australia

nawne
FONWATD
roeF'fl'lBn
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This conference is being organised by
Family and Children's Services of rhe
Govemmenr of lTestem Australia in co-
ope ra t i on  w i th  ISPCAN.  The
conference aims to promote continued
improvement of an integrated agency
response to chlld abuse and neglect; and
to provide professionals with current
research and information on child care
and protection services and programs.

For further information contact: Leanne
Harti l l , Convenor, 7th Australasian
Conference on Chi ld  Abuse and
Neglect, Family and Children's Services,
189 Royal  Street ,  East  Per th 6004,'Wesrern 

Australia. Tel.: (61) OB.T2Z-
22784. Fax: (61) 08-922.22763. E-mail:
leanneh@fcs.wa.gov.au. ?th Austral-
asian Conference on Child Abuse and
Neg lec t ,  Con fe rence  Sec re ta r i a t ,
Promaco Conventions Pty Ltd, P.O. Box
890 ,  Cann ing  B r i dge ,  Wes te rn
Austra l ia  6153.  Tel . :  (6L)  08.9332-
2900. Fax: (61) 08-9332-2911. E-mail:
promaco@promaco.com. au

lnternational Congtress on Child
Social and Gultural Worlds
J a n u a r y  1 , 9 - 2 2 ,  2 0 0 0 ,  B r a g a ,
Portugal

This congress is being arranged by the
Inst i tute of Chi ld 's Studies ar the
University of Minho. It is being held on
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the occasion of the tenth anniversary of
the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child. The meeting will
prov ide an opportuni ty  for  mul t i -
disciplinary debates, attended by people
involved in research, intervention and
decision-making concerning childhood
and children.

For further information contact: Piip -

Inst i tu to de estudos da Cr ianga,
Univers idade do Minho,  Avenida
Central 100, 4710 Braga, Portugal. E-
mail: piip@iec.uminho.pt

lnternational Seminat on Juvenile
Justice in the Gontext ofthe
RiElrts of the Child - National and
Global Perspectives
November 77-20,1999,  New Delh i ,
l nd ia

This seminar is being organised by
Bu t te r f l i es  i n  o rde r  t o  deve lop
strategies for updating the juvenile
j us t i ce  sys tem and  p romo t i ng
mechanisms for sharing experiences in
the adminis t rat ion of  the juveni le
justice, and the approaches pursued for
the rehabilitation of the neglected and
delinquent juveniles in conflict with
the law. It is hoped that the seminar
will help in building a foundation for
a broad-based network of legal experts,
socia l  act iv is ts  and human r ights
ac t i v i s t s  and  l i nk  up  w i th  o the r
ne tworks  p r imar i l y  t o  P romo te
national and global lobbying on issues
pertaining to violations of children's
r i gh t s .  The  semina r  a l so  a ims  a t
identifying priority areas for research
and developing training strategies for
va r i ous  ca tego r i es  o f  o f f i c i a l s
concerned with the administration of
juvenile justice, such as government
officials, police, social workers and
human rights activists.

For further information contact:
Intemational Seminar on Juvenile Justice,
Bufterflies, U'4, First Floor, Green Park
Ext., New Delhi 110 016, India. Tel.:
(91) 1,1-6163935. Fax: (91) Il'619611'7.
E-mail: bfl ies@sdalt.emet.in

Enteringl the New Millennium:
Ghildren's Rights and Relitflon at a
Grossroads
November 2I -24,  1999,  Nazareth,
lsrael

Defence for Children International -

Israel Section. Wia'm Palestine: Center

for Conflict Resolution, and the City of
Nazareth invite intemational and local
participation in "Entering the New
Millennium: Children's Rights and
Religion at a Crossroads". This inter.
national conference, marking the tenth
anniversary of the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child,
will be the first forum ever to feature a
dialogue on the rights of children in the
context of the 1981 United Nations
Declaration of Freedom and Belief. Mrs.
Mary Robinson, United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights and
former President of lreland, has been
invited to give the keynote address. The
objective of the conference is to make
concrete progress on advancing
children's rights and tolerance within
and among the three monotheistic
religions. Religious leaders, academic
scholars and children's rights specialists
from all over the world, as well as
children from Belfast, Yugoslavia, Israel
and Palestine will discuss the inter-
section of children's rights and religion,
and how to advance children's rights
and religious tolerance in the next
millennium. Topics include family law
matters, education for tolerance, early
marriage, religious rites of passage, child
abuse, children in strife and religion and
the right to identity. The conference will
provide transportation to Amman,

Jordan on 24 November, where the
\7orld Conference on Religion and
Peace  w i l l  be  he ld  f r om 25 .30
November.

For  fur ther  in format ion contact :
Defence for Children International
(DCI), 42 Aza Street, Jerusalem 92384,
P.O. Box 8028, Israel. Tel.: (972) 2.563'
3003.  Fax:  (972)  2-563-1241.  Emai l :
dc i - i l@al ternat .com. or  Wia 'm
Palestine, P.O Box 326, Bethlehem,
Palestine. Tel.: (977) 7-277.0513 or
072) Z-274.1743.  Emai l :  sadwan@
bethlehem.edu

International Interdisciplinary
Gourse on Ghildlen's Rigftts
December  1 -O- I7 ,  1999 ,  Ghen t ,
Belg ium

The International Interdisciplinary
Course on Children's Rights is organised
by the Children's Rlghts Centre at the
University of Ghent in Belgium. From
10-17 December the fourth edition of
this course will take place at Novotel
Ghent. The course's primary aim is to
contribute to an intensive study of the

background, motivation, strategies and
main themes of the children's rights
concept. It is meant for professionals,
from governmental as well as non-
governmental organisations, who are
working on the implementation of
chi ldren 's  r ights on a nat ional  or
international level. Also academics,
people who are professionally working
with children in different domains
(lawyers, teachers, social workers, etc.)
and child advocates working in a broad
social field are invited to take part.

Fo r  f u r t he r  i n fo rma t i on  con tac t :
Kath leen Vl ieghe,  The Chi ldren 's
Rights Centre ( l . l .C.) ,  Univers i ty  of
Ghent, Henri Dunantlaan 2, 8-9000
Ghent ,  Belg ium. Tel . :  (32)  9-264.6?. .
81 .  Fax :  3Z )  9 -264 -64 .93 .  E 'ma i l :
Kath leen.Vl ieghe@rug.ac.be.  SUeb
site: http://allserv.rug.ac.be/-fspiessc/
uk-education.html*l 25
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European Parliament
resolution on the ille$al
traff ickin$ of babies from
Guatemala
On 13 January the European
Parliament approved a resolution
wherein i t  ca l ls  on the
Commission and the Members
States of the European Union to
bring sustained pressure on the
Guatemalan government  to
promote national adoptions; to
ratifi; the 1993 Hague Convention
on Protection of Children and Co-
operation in Respect of Inter-
country Adoption; to strengthen
its international adoption laws;
and to put into effect the Juvenile
and Adolescent Code. It also calls
upon the Member States of the
European Union to ensure that
only non-profit making public
bodies or organisations accredited
by the State are permitted to act
as inter-mediaries in adoption
procedures. The European
Parliament states that, in 1997
alone. over 2,000 international
adoptions were carried out by a
small group of lawyers in
Guatemala at an average cost of
US $ 15,000 - 20,000. Source:
Council of Ewope home Page at
hrcp : | | w ww. coe.fr I index. asp
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AreYtv A commentary on the united Nations convention

on the Rights of the Child
by Sharon Detrick, Children's Rights Consultancy International, Voorschoten, The Netherlands

f his book provides a commentary on the United Nations Convention
I on the fughts of the Child, which was adopted by the General

Assembly of the United Nations on 20 November 1989. part One contains
a general introduction to the Convention on the Rights ofthe Child, and
deals with matters such as the drafting history the contents, direct
application, horizontal effects, limitations, the Committee on the Rights of
the Child, and the Convention's final provisions. Part Two contains an
article-by-article commentary, the aim of which is not to give an
interpretation of the precise nature and scope of States parties' obligations
but, rather, to identifu the materials, or sources, which provide guidance in
that regard. In the identification of such materials, attention has been paid
to the general rules oftreaty interpretation, as set forth in the Vienna
Convention on the Law ofTreaties.
Contents
Acknowledgements. Table ofabbreviations. Text ofthe Convention on the
Rights ofthe Child. Introduction. Part One: The Convention on the
Rights of the Child: An Overview. Part Ttvo: Part I of the Convention
on the Rights of the Child. (Articles l-41)r A Comrnentary. l. Definition
of the child. 2. Non-discrimination. 3. Best interests of the child. 4.
General measures of implementation. 5. Parental guidance. 6. The right to
life, survival and development. 7. Name and nationality. 8. preservation of
identity. 9. Separation from parents. 10. Family reunification. ll. Illicit
transfer and non-retum. 12. Respect for the views ofthe child. 13.

Freedom ofexpression. 14. Freedom ofthought, conscience and religion.
15. Freedom ofassociation and peaceful assembly. 16. protection of
privacy. 17. Access to appropriate information. 18. Parental
responsibilities. 19. Abuse and neglect. 20. Children deprived oftheir
family environment. 21. Adoption. 22. Refugee children. 23. Disabled
children. 24.Health and health services. 25. Periodic review of placement.
26. Social security. 27. Standard ofliving. 28, Education, including
vocational training and guidance. 29. Aims ofeducation. 30. Children
belonging to a minority or an indigenous group. 31. Leisure, recreation
and cultural activities. 32. Economic exploitation. 33. Drug abuse. 34.
Sexual exploitation and sexual abuse. 35. Sale, trafficking and abduction.
36. Other forms of exploitation. 37. The right not to be subjected to torture
or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment; the
sentencing of children, with particular reference to the prohibition of
capital punishment and life imprisonment; children deprived oftheir
liberty, including any form of detention, imprisonment or placement in
custodial settings. 38. Children in armed conflicts. 39. Physical and
psychological recovery and social reintegration ofthe child. 40. The
administration of juvenile justice. 41. Savings clause. Concluding remarks.
Appendices. Selected bibliography. Index.

Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, The Hague
Hardbound, ISBN 90-411-1229-4, May 1999,836 pp.

NLG 425.00 / USD 255.00 / cBP 150.00

The International Law on the Rights of the Child
by Geraldine Van Bueren, Professor oflnternational Human Rights Law, Directon

Programme on International Rights of the Child, tJniversity of London, Queen Mary and Westfield College, UK
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES IN HUMAN RIGHTS VOLUME 35

f his volume draws upon the author's own experience to highlight the
I complexities behind the global violations ofchildren's rights.

Analysis and description are interwoven to provide a coherent study ofthe
intemational status ofchildren and the rights which attach to this status,
both for those familiar and unfamiliar with intemational law. The author
demonstrates the potential ofinternational law in protecting the rights of
children, even in states which are restructuring their economies. To be
effective, intemational law cannot be used in isolation and the text seeks
to place the rights ofthe child in their cultural and historical contexts.
All royalties from The International Law on the Rights ofthe Child are
being donated to the Intemational Save the Children Alliance to asstst
them in their work with children.

Contents

Introduction. 1. A History of the Intemational Law on the Rights of the
Child. 2. The Definition and Status of the Child in Intemational Law. 3.
The Family and the Rights of the Child in Intemational Law. 4. The Right
of Children to Preserve their Identity. 5. The Right of the Child to
Freedom ofExpression. 6. The Right ofthe Child to Freedom ofThought,
Conscience and Religion. 7. The Administration ofJuvenile Justice and
the Prevention ofJuvenile Delinquency. 8. The Rights ofChildren
Deprived oftheir Liberty. 9. The Right ofthe Child to Education. 10. The
Right ofthe Child to be Protected against Exploitation. 11. The Right of
the Child to Survival and Development. 12. The Rights of Children in
Armed Conflicts. 13. The Rights of Children with Special Needs. 14. The

Implementation of the Intemational Rights of the Child. Index. The
International Save the Children Alliance.

'Ms Van Bueren combines skilfully an enorrnous amount of factual
material with careful legal analysis and comment. [...] This book will
rapidly become indispensable to children's rights lawyers .. ,

C.M. Chinkin, University of Southampton
'Among numerous publications dealing with the subject of promotion
and protection ofthe rights ofthe child issued up to date, G. Van
Bueren's The International Law on the Rights of the Child is the most
senous monograph in the field ofinternational law.,

Polish Yearbook of International Law
'...Professor Van Bueren's text is simply exceptional. [...] Her analysis
of formal intemational law relating to the rights of the child is
invaluable and would stand on its own. ... is a text of mammoth
proportions which contains fourteen well researched chapters.,

Roger J.R. Levesque for Fordham International Law Journal

Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, The Hague
Hardbound, ISBN 0-7923-2687-3, Aprit 1995, 432 pp.

NLG 258.00 /  USD 147.00 /  GBP 90.50
Paperback, ISBN 90-411-1091-Toctober 1998, 464 pp.

NLG 125.00 /  USD 68.00 /  GBP 43.00

Please contact our off ice

For Europe and Rest of World:
Order Department, Kluwer Law International,
Distribution Centre, PO Box 322,
3300 AH Dordrecht, The Netherlands
Tel: +31 (0)78 654 6454
Fax: +31 (O\78 654 6474
Freephone in the UK: 0800 963 955
email:  sales@kli.wkap.nl

at one of the following addresses or order from your bookseller:

For USA, Canada, Central and South America:
Order Department, Kluwer Law International,

675 Massachusetts Avenue.
Cambridge, MA 02139, USA

\arnrffiw
THE HAGUE.  LONDON.  BOSTON

V i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t  h t t p : l l w w w . k l u w e r l a w . c o m

Tel: (617) 354 0140
Fax: (617) 354 8595

Toll  free in the USA: (800) 577 8118
email:  sales@kluwerlaw.com
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